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THE GREAT LADY 
NURSE 
HERE are in connection with the privately 
given hospitals for wounded certain very 
patent abuses, notably in connection with the 
position of the trained While we know 
these abuses—and, indeed, proofs of them reach 
us continually from our readers—we have not 
over-einphasised them, because at the moment 
there seems to be no remedy. 

» understand the position it is 
how things stood at the 
In the Red Society 
: ential part of Red 
was not appreciated. -There was a 
if possible, one trained nurse was to be 

ched to V.A. Detachment; that was 
Lectures on nursing were usually given b: 
dical men, and a few months before the war 
leputation of nurses put before the Society a 
request that trained nurses should bear a proper 
part in the scheme. It is easy to say now that 
the Society ought to have had ready for mobilisa 
tion a complete scheme of hospitals staffed wholly 
or partly by trained nurses; it ought, if it had 
realised the possibility of war; but it was not 
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ready, and hence in the 
irightful wounded 
nothing could be considered, 
but to provide hospital: for them 

In this the Great Lady 
ward, and we must not doubt her kindly and 
pat riotic motives She offered her lar ve 
her friends gave the money to furnish it, 
also (very kindly) undertook to do the 
Probably the doctor or 
that a hospital-trained nurse 
useful, and engaged. She found 
her position very difficult. As the trained 
member on the staff, she felt her responsibilities 
ind felt it her duty to direct the nursing work 
But this did not meet with the approval of the 
Great Lady; she was certainly kind, but 
also human She must, of 
“her” hospital; she must 
must pany the doctor on his 
the doctor, if he understo d 

irsing and was a man of independence, 
it clear that it was the nurse, and not the 
“natron,” that he required in his work But, 
after all, the doctor, too, is only human; he may 
attend the Great Lady’s family and her friends; 
he cannot afford to offend her So the Great 
Lady, in many cases, calls herself “ matron,” and 
the trained nurse is just a “hired who 
is there to be useful. Of course, the anomalous 
state of affairs leads to Hence we get 
asking why a \ embel 
month’s training is put in charge of th 
theatre, 
ciples which it takes a 
untrained heads 
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It is hard to put up with this; hard t 
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We mid-stream 
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were to issue an order (as should have be: 
at the beginning) that every hospital must have 
a trained matron in supreme command, there 
need have been little trouble Is it 1 late ‘ 
It is easy to see what would happen The Great 
Ladv—in many would be offended, and 
hundreds of useful auxiliary hospitals might be 
closed. It is sad but true We are struggling 
m a great emergency; everyone is working at high 
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pressure; there is no time for even necessary 
reforms, and any help offered must be taken. 
That is what we are told every time we protest. 

Well, if we must put up with it now for the 
country’s sake, we can at least resolve that never 
again shall such a state of affairs exist. Should 
war ever come again (which God forbid!) it must 
find us with a properly organised system of hos- 
pitals in which there is a fixed proportion of 
trained nurses and in which the nursing is in 
supreme control of a capable matron. 








NURSING NOTES 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA’S RELIEF FUND FOR WAR 
NURSES. 

HE above fund has received a large number 

of applications during the last few months, 
all of which have been dealt with. Many nurses 
suffering from rheumatism and sciatica have been 
sent to Bath or Buxton and have in every case re- 
ceived great benefit from the treatment. 

The house at Malvern, so kindly opened by Miss 
Hollins for the benefit of any of the nurses needing 
rest and change, has been full ever since it was 
opened in May. In every instance the nurses 
have returned from their visits thoroughly re- 
freshed both in mind and body, and full of grati- 
tude for the very great kindness received. 

The fund has also been able to .provide sana- 
torium treatment for nurses threatened with tuber- 
culosis, from which they are receiving very great 
benefit. Any further donations or applications 
should’ be sent to the hon. secretary, Miss A. M. 
Kindersley, 15 Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C., 
or 83 Pall Mall, S.W. 

SCOTTISH REGISTRATIONISTS. 

“THe action of the Central Committee in de- 
ciding to break off negotiations with the Hon. 
Arthur Stanley without submitting the matter for 
consideration to the constituent societies” re- 
sulted in a meeting of protest at Glasgow on 
Friday last week. It had been convened by the 
executive of the Association for the Promotion 
of the Registration of Nurses in Scotland. The 
weather, unfortunately, was very wet and boister- 
ous, but there was yet a fair attendance of 
members. Lord Inverclyde presided. Among 
those present were Sir James Affleck, Colonel 
McIntosh, Professor Glaister, Dr. Maxton Thom, 
Dr. Robertson (Craig House), Dr. Munro Kerr, 
Major Johnstone, Dr. Newman, Miss Gill, Miss 
Melrose, Miss Gregory Smith, Miss Rough, Miss 
Merchant, Miss Shepherd, Miss Davidson (Ban- 
gour), Miss Graham (Scottish Association of 
Trained Nurses), and Dr. Claude Ker, interim 
secretary. 

The proceedings were private. It was after- 
ward communicated to the Press that the follow- 
ing resolution, moved by Professor Glaister, and 
seconded by Miss Gill, had been unanimously 
adopted :— 

“That this Association for the Promotion of 
Registration of Nurses in Scotland protests 
against the action of the Central Committee for 
the State Registration of Nurses in T.ondon in 





determining (1) to break off negotiations with 
the College of Nursing (Limited) at a time when 
unanimity of action seemed so hopeful, and (2) 
to proceed with its own Bill, without having first 
consulted the members of the Associations repre 
sented on the Central Committee, in view of the 
fact that substantial progress in the negotiations 


between the two bodies toward an agreed Jill 
seems to have been achieved.” 
MR. STANLEY AT LIVERPOOL. 

SPEAKING at a large meeting of nurses from thy 
various Liverpool hospitals in the out-patient jal] 
of the Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, Mr. Stanley 
dealt with some of the criticisms that had been 
raised against the college scheme. It had been 
put forward to him that the council. as it existed 


at present, was so largely composed of mat 
The reason for that was very simple. If any 
scheme of this kind was to succeed, it was abs 
lutely necessary that they should carry with them 
the big training schools of the country. His dift 
culty had been to try and get representatives 
actually from the nurses’ side. It was provided 
that next year the whole council as it now existed 
would disappear, and a council would be elected 
by the nurses who were on the register; the nurses 
would be able.to vote for those whom they chosé 
to be on the council. One provision was that on 
any question involving removal from the register 
a nurse would have the right of appeal, and his 
desire was to make the process of appealing 
cheaper than was originally suggested. 

Mr. Stanley added that they had not yet started 
their propaganda, but would do so soon. All who 
were connected with the movement had only on 
thought in their minds, and that was, What could 
they do best to help the nursing profession? 

TRAINED NURSES FOR OUR ALLIES. 

Ir will be remembered that the War Offic 
announced recently that, owing to the very great 
demands being made upon the resources of the 
country with regard to nurses, it would not be 
possible henceforth for the Army Council to con- 
sent to any members of the nursing profession 
proceeding abroad for service with the Allies. The 
Anglo-French Hospitals Committee (British ed 
Cross and St. John) submitted the following sug 
gestion to the D.G.A.M.S., and it has received his 
approval: “That before any nurse holding 8 
certificate of three years’ general training is «ac 
cepted under the Anglo-French Committee, and 
given an Anglo-French certificate for work with 
the Allies, she must have applied to the War 
Office for the Army Nursing Service, and hold a 
memorandum from the War Office saying that she 
is not accepted or not required at present, and, 
therefore, is free to take up other work for not 
than three months.” Nurses should n 
carefully that this procedure must therefore be 
followed in future. 

CHRISTMAS IN THE WARDS. 

Curistmas is approaching, and we are asked, 
as a nation, to let it be kept as simply as p 
sible. This does not mean that we need be dill 
or miserable. But it does mean economy, 4)d 
we are emphatically of opinion that not one penny 
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should be spent, even in hospitals, in unnecessary 
decorations. Evergreens, always associated with 
Christmas, are, fortunately, cheap enough, since 
they grow in every rich man’s garden and also 
in the woods. These, with paper flowers and 
other simple devices, please the patients quite 
as well as more elaborate schemes of decoration, 
and, moreover, provide an occupation for those 
patients who are well enough to help in making 
them. Bare branches or twigs, beautified by the 
addition of pink paper “almond blossom,” make 
a charming decoration in themselves. This year, 
at any rate, while the wards should be made just 
as cheery as the staff can make them, the carry- 
ing out of the Christmas idea should be as econ- 
mmical as possible. 

SHOULD THE COMMANDANT HAVE A CHRISTMAS 


PRESENT? 
[HAT is a question suggested by a correspond- 
ent. We cannot believe that any right-minded 


commandant would for one moment wish money 
to be spent on her. We think she would wish 
every penny that can be spared by the staff to 
go towards greater comforts for the brave men 
in her hospital. Among the few good results of 
the war has been the modification of that per- 
nicious system of present-giving to officials in 
the civil hospitals which had become so great a 
burden on the staff that in some cases we believe 
it was forbidden by the matron. It would be a 
thousand pities if it were revived in its old form 
of extravagance, and we hope that the following, 
which appeared in an evening paper a few days 
ago, is an isolated case :— 

| hear bitter complaints from the V.A.D. nurses of 
the way in which the collection nuisance is prosecuted 
at the, hospitals. Lists are constantly being sent round 
for contributions for Christmas gifts for the commandant 
and other lady officials, it being at the same time deli- 
ately intimated that half a crown is the minimum dona- 
tion that can becomingly be offered by any ‘subscriber. 
Many of the V.A.D. helpers have need of all their half- 
rowns at this time of year, and many of their com- 
mandants are far too well-to-do to have any need of 
gifts purchased in this way. Is it not time that steps 
were officially taken to discourage the practice? 

We may point out that the better the worldly 
position of a person in authority, the more diffi- 
cult it is for subordinates to refuse to give, and 
to the best of their resources, when others are 
doing so, since a cheap present would not be 
“the thing.” Away with all such ideas! This 
is war-time, and some people seem still to need 
to be reminded of it. 

THE IMPERIAL NURSES’ CLUB. 

(He new club for trained nurses and nurses in 
training was opened by Lord French on Monday 
afternoon after a short dedication service by the 
Archdeacon of London, in the presence of a 
number of matrons and other friends. Lord 
French recalled the self-sacrifice and devotion to 
high ideals of the nursing sisters as seen by him 
in his varied experience of war in Egypt, South 
Africa, and Europe, as well as in the home hos- 
pitals which ‘he has constantly visited. since his 
appointment to the home command. It was 
almost impossible, he said, to spend a few hours 
in the hospitals where the results of war in the 





shattered forms of so many young men were 
evidenced, without feelings of sadness and de- 
pression; yet it was amid such scenes that the 
nurses had spent nearly two and a half years. 
Any effort, therefore, to give them the necessary 
rest and peace among beautiful surroundings was 
worthy of sympathy and support. Lord French’s 
appeal for funds to start the club will not be 
misunderstood; while there is no element of 
charity, and the club will, it is hoped, very soon 
be self-supporting, there are many initial ex- 
penses, and it is for this that funds are needed. 
An interesting point was that Miss Mayers, the 
lady superintendent, explained that, as she did 
not belong to the nursing world, “no shop ” would 
be talked at the club, so that the members may 
get an entire change of mental outlook as well 
as of scene. 
SOCIAL ASPECT OF NURSING. 

THE American Journal of Nursing gives the fol- 
lowing interesting details of what is described as 
“an experiment in co-operative class work.” The 
object is to broaden the nurse’s education by pre- 
senting to her the social aspect of nursing (some- 
what, we should imagine, on the lines 
as the social part of the Queen’s Nurses’ work in 
this country). At Philadelphia, where the scheme 
is being worked by the League of Nursing Educa 
tion, the lectures will be given during the winter 
and spring, some at different hospitals, others 

for reviewing what has already been done—at 
centres. The city has been divided into four dis 
tricts, and in each a hospital has been selected 
for the lectures. Ffty-five schools will attend 
these lectures. The following is an outline of the 
topics: (1) Introduction, (2) Social aspect of tuber- 
culosis, (3) Social aspect of tuberculosis, (4) Al- 
cohol and drugs, (5) Venereal diseases, (6) Blind- 
and midwife problems, (7) Unmarried 
mothers, (8) Diseases of children, (9) Diseases of 
children, (10) Occupational diseases, (11) Mental 
diseases, (12) Dietetics in relation to the family 
budget, (18) Review, (14) Tuberculosis industrial 
nursing, (15) School nursing, (16) Infant welfare 
nursing, (17) Rural nursing and visiting nursing, 
(18) Medical social service and mental hygiene 
nursing, (19) Review, (20) Immigration, (21) 
Housing and standards of living, (22) Labour con- 
ditions, (23) HKecreation, (24) Prostitution, (25) 
Problems of relief, (26) Social statistics, (27) Social 
agencies, (28) Health agencies, (29) Review, (30) 
State registration, (31) Nursing organisations. 

The scheme is an attempt to follow up the ex- 
cellent suggestion made at the National Conven- 
tion in New Orleans, that there should be intro- 
duced into all training schools, as far as possible, 
at least a minimum degree of instruction in social 
problems. 
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OUR CHRISTMAS NUMBER. 

Next week’s issue will be our Special Christmas 
Number, which we hope will be as welcome as our 
former ones, both for its interesting and cheerful 
contents and for its dainty grey cover. With so 
much going on in the nursing world—war news and 
progress of the College of Nursing—we cannot de 
vote more than a part of the number to Christmas 
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A HANDSOME PRESENT. 


Miss Jessie ALEXANDER, who has just completed 
the Royal 


has been presented 


twenty-five vears’ work as matron of 


Alexandra 


with several te 


Infirmary, Paisley, 
The presentations were 
made at a meeting of directors and friends, stati, 
and patients in the recreation hall of the 
John A. Brown, chairman of 
dire ctors, pre sided, and reterre cd to the w 
complished by Miss Alexander. During the 
two vears their accommodation had been 
strained to utmost, and the corridors 
were utilised to provide beds for wounded soldiers. 
This involved much additional labour and responsi- 


sstimonials. 


nurses 
the 


in aC- 


! 
nome. \it 


past 
at times 


the 


even 


bility, which had been cheerfully and eagerly 
undertaken by Miss Alexander. He stated that 
the sum of £1,657 had been subscribed by 
directors and friends as an appreciation of he 
faithful and efficient services. A portion of the 
money had been spent in purchasing a writing 
bureau, and he asked Miss Alexander to accept 
the bureau and the remainder of the money 


Sister Cowie, on behalf of 
sented Miss Alexander with 
In expressing her thanks Miss 


the nursing staff, pre- 
a fitted dressing bag 
Alexander 
as nursing left very 
In addition 
had received 
a brooch from 


said her 
work brought its own reward, 
few empty corners in a woman's life 
to the gifts made to her that dav. she 
a handbag domestic staff 


, 
trom tne 


the siting medical and suregica] staff, and a 
bouquet from soldiers who were formerly patients 
n thy ) firn wey 1] of whicl she deeply appre- 
ciated 
OUR SOLDIER. 
Our soldier, Private Stubbs, in the Star and 


Garter Hospital, was greatly cheered Dy a visit 
from a representative of this journal the other 
day. Poor boy, he to lie on his right 
and suffers a great deal of pain and discomfort. 
He bad nichts, and has to be given 
sleeping-draughts. A gift of grapes—almost the 
only thing he cares for—was much appreciated, 
and he asked specially for some cheap books, 
which he could hold easily, having only the use 
of his left arm. These are being sent him. Our 
representative writes: “I felt very when I 
left, and big tears fell, enough to float a liner, 
all the way home.” Shall we ever be able to 
express our gratitude to our heroes? 


has side, 


has too, 


sad 


THE NURSES’ HOSTEL. 


Tue report for the past year states that the 
directors view with anxiety the serious rise in 
the cost of all necessaries, which may entail an 
increase in the present moderate charges. The 
visitors during the year numbered 1,304. There 
is a balance of £529, and a dividend of 2 per cent. 
has been declared. Sincere thanks are given in 
the report for the untiring efforts of Miss Cun- 
ningham, Miss Greenaway, and the assistants. 
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Every nurse will have wondered why deaf people 
can hear some voices and sounds better than 
others. A chart explains all this. A number of 
very deaf people will hear some of the tones just 
as well as anyone with good hearing, and obvi- 
ously if are partly or altogether com- 
pounded of the tones which are heard well, little 
difficulty will be experienced in hearing them. 

The chart is not only a guide to the doctor, but 
it shows with scientific exactitude the interfer- 
ence with the tension of the intrinsic muscles of 
the ear. The muscular action of the ear is involun- 
tary; the muscles act in consequence of sound 
coming into contact with the drum (the membrana 
tympani). The tensor tympani exerts its pull 
against the pull of the membrana tympani, both 
of which are fastened to the malleus. Any move 
ment of the membrana tympani due to sound 
causes movement of the malleus, which in turn 
moves the, incus, which in turn acts upon the 
stapes and compresses it into the oval window. 
The stapedius muscle, which controls the incus 
and the stapes, acts in antagonism to the tensor 
tympani, and counterbalances the compression of 
the footplate of the stapes in the oval window. 
It also maintains the contact between the short 
processes of the malleus and incus. 

(nother invention of Miss Wiborg’s is, if pos- 
sible, of as great value as the charting apparatus; 
this is an appliance for applying massage to these 
muscles by means of compound waves. The 
waves have to be compiled in exact accordance 
with the requirements of each case, as shown by 
the chart, and the smallest error in 
would result in no improvement taking place until 
the next treatment. Mistakes, however, are rare 
and as a general rule the 


sounds 


calculation 


’ 


arrangements may be made for explanation 
the instruments. 








FOR THE NIGHT NURSE 

HEN I was first on night duty,”’ writes F. F 

“I much needed something which would help 
when strange feelings, such as only those on night duty 
experience, seem to have almost overwhelmed me.”’ é 
could not find what she wanted in the shops, so she n 
her own little collection. This she dedicates to 
night nurses under the title of ‘‘ Night-Watches: A PB 
of Short Readings and Devotions for Night Nw 
Under such suggestive titles as: ‘‘What of the Night 
**Thick Darkness,’ ‘‘Dawn,’’ and others, the author 
linked together comforting and strengthening thou 
from various sources. It is a little book that we are 
many night nurses will find helpful. It is published 
Longmans, Green and Co. (30 Paternoster Row, E.' 
price sixpence net. 


We have referred already to the special appeal by + 
Lord Mayor of London for the children still in Belgiun 
A pamphlet has been prepared by the secretary of 
National Committee for Relief in Belgium, with 
poignant title, “‘Will You let them Die?’’ Copies 
be sent post free for distribution on application to 
National Committee for Relief in Belgium, Trafal 
Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C. 


Tue Committee of the Boxford Nursing Association, at 
a special meeting on November 25th, agreed ‘to give their 
nurse a war bonus of £5, to be paid at Christmas, 
account of the increased difficulties of living in the present 
state of high prices, and as a mark of their appreciat 
of her ‘‘untiring and invaluable” services. 


DEMONSTRATIONS of economical and healthful devices | 
making the most of incomes were given in t 
hygiene and physiology department of the Battersea Py 


war 





technic on Saturday, November 25th 





patient improves after the first 
treatment, and continues’ to 
improve after each subsequent 
treatment. 

Patients are only accepted 
at the home upon the intro- 
duction of a doctor, who super- 
the ease while under 
treatment, and to whom a 
copy of every chart is posted; 
and as a new one must be 
made before each treatment, 
an interesting record of the 
case is obtained. 

Nurses must 
every case 


vises 


not. think that 
of deafness is 
curable, but there are very 
few kinds which will not show 
marked improvement from skilled 
medical treatment combined 
with massage. 

At the Regent’s 
ing Home, 2 
Place, Regent’s Park, nurses 
are welcomed every Saturday 
afternoon, but an appointment 
should be made with the matron, 
Mrs. Benaton—formerly Miss 
Humphreys, and trained af 
King’s College Hospital—so that 


Park Nurs- 
Cumberland 











THE DEAF PATIENT AT THE OTHER END. 
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OUR DEBT TO BELGIUM 


Two Striking Books. 


E want to draw the attention of our readers 

particularly to two books, not only on 
account of their intrinsic merit and interest, but 
because both remind us of our unpayable debt 
to Belgium, and are published in aid of that 
country. 

The first, “The Flight of Mariette,”! by 
Gertrude E. M. Vaughan, is the story—a true 
account—of the flight of a party of refugees from 
Antwerp to England. But it is more than that. 
It lets us have an insight into the simple and 
happy life of a typical Antwerp family, the first 
rumours, rather lightly regarded, of war, the 
menace growing larger and larger, but still not 
realised, the sudden awakening as the streams 
of wounded and of refugees poured into the town, 
the hurried flight and its tragedy, the arrival in 
England, the resignation of exile. As Mr. John 
Galsworthy says in his introduction, “the author 
has caught the very beat and tremulous misery 
of the rush for refuge.” In the hospital “are 
men with shattered limbs: brains so lacerated 
that the matter pours out in handfuls: some have 
parts of the body blown completely away.” 
Mariette and her old grandparents at last take 
refuge in their cellar from the infernal bombard- 
ment; at last they realise they must go: “Mr. Z. 
is particularly devoted to a great wooden clock. 
He has gone off hugging it. And Mrs. Z. is 
carrying her large workbox. . Think what it 
is to go away from the place that has been your 
home for many years only with what you 
can carry in your hand your money clutched 
tight. And, moreover, you must think not of 
yourself and of what you would like to take, but 
of two feeble old people and of four little children. 
That is how we went from our home in Antwerp 
in October, 1914.” 

On the flight one little. girl is lost; no time to 
stay to look for her in that horde of refugees. 
The mother becomes ill with anxiety: “In that 
crowded train, with none of the comforts that she 
should have had, not even a doctor or a nurse, 
Amanda’s child was born.” 

In England the family find a haven, but their 
thoughts are ever of their home: the walls gaping, 
stones and mortar on tables and chairs, the old 
woman’s knitting on the cellar floor, the pot of 
soup still on the stove, and the canary dead in its 
eage. They cherish the hope of return, and to 
them the Belgian officer whom they meet in Lon- 
don “typifies Young Belgium, the Belgium that 
is to be built again on the ruins that the enemy 
has made.” ; 

But the whole book, which is beautifully 
written, must be read to be appreciated, and it 
should be read by everyone in England, so that 
we may better understand what it was that the 
Belgians, to whose presence here we have grown 
accustomed, suffered in those days and suffer now. 


' Chapman and Hall, Ltd., Henrietta Street, London. 
W.C., 3s. 6d. net. 





Criticism of Belgians and their “ ways” one some 
times hears; we think that after reading this 
book we shall pause before we criticise again. 
As Mr. Galsworthy says: “Thousands and thou- 
sands came in that mood of despairing misery. 
We have given them food and raiment, roofs over 
their heads, and other things of this earth. Have 
we given them sympathy? I hope so. But 
understanding—why, no! ” 

The book is charmingly produced, with a pic- 
ture cover depicting the flight of the young girl 
and her little nieces, and will make a delightful 
Christmas gift. 

The other book, “The Cellar-House of 
Pervyse,”! is, indeed, as entitled, “a tale of un- 
common things.” Whatever may be thought of 
allowing women right up: to the firing line, in 
imminent danger of their lives—‘*the whole 
British Army objects to our being here” (p. 175) 
—there is no doubt that Mrs. Knocker and Miss 
Chisholm have done much splendid work. 

They went out originally with the Hector 
Munro Ambulance Corps. Mrs. Knocker is stated 
to be a fully-trained nurse, as well as a chauffeur. 
Miss Chisholm was a Scottish girl of eighteen 
without any training. After doing ambulances 
work under the greatest dauger, the friends 
decided that many lives and much suffering could 
be saved if a poste de secours could be established 
right up near the firing line. The scheme took 
the form of the “Cellar-house of Pervyse,” two 
cellars under a ruined house serving as their living 
room and dressing station. Here, in the ruined 
village, the friends lived under continual shell 
fire and in imminent danger of death, carrying 
hot soup to the sentries and _ tending ~ the 
wounded. “The news of this extraordinary littl 
centre of light and comfort right up in the actual 
firing line spread like wild-fire, the very fact 
that the ladies were there in the midst of them, 
English ladies, backing them up and believing 
in them, sent the spirits of the whole division 
up degrees higher.” 

The little poste was visited by the King of the 
Belgians and by General Melis, Chief of the 
Belgian Army Medical Service, and in due course 
the two brave women were created Chevaliers of 
the Order of Leopold II. 

But what pleased them much more was that 
when the War Conference held in Paris last year 
decreed that no women were to be allowed at 
any of the fighting fronts, an exception was made 
for these two. 

As Pervyse became impossible, they moved to 
a hut at Avecappelle, where they continue their 
work, although Mrs. Knocker has now married a 
Belgian officer. They appeal for money to go on 
with their brave work, in aid of which the book is 
published. 


1 A. and C. Black, Soho Square, London, W.C., price 
6s. 
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OUTRAGES ON THE RED CROSS 
SPLENDID CouRAGeE OF NURSING SISTERS 
Ts ICE during the osing days of last week the civil procession meant, and ab f nor 
ised world was shocked by the sinking of tv great barbarity rushed ‘to ti t} 
hospital] ships, one of them carrying sick and wounded. Ministers could not f t 
The horror of the fate which, but for the prompt action “In all, 150 survivor: } { 
of those in charge, would ive overtaken these men vw An ng <« n i 
had already risked their live t thei t re ad nup ima li d | the m 
be contemplated without a shudder Birkenhead awaiting orders 
| i ! Chursda ‘ ni iat ne cards in ‘6 
inced Hospital Ship Aer yd 50. Missin z an that [ue NURSES WERE MAGNIFICEN1 
the spa tained the announcement by the Admit I know that women can be brave aid o1 
ing f the Pritannic It was at first Royal Army Medical Corps oflicers, as reported 
| i t ere ounded n board, but a fu é George Renwick, tl Daily ¢ rrespot 
Ice ‘ Friday morning set our minds at rest \thens but | ver dreamed thi ould 
mn +t} | | ’ height i ¢ intlin mg irag th nu 
Keferr t ié of yesterday, there were 1 vhen unde Ml Dow the matron, the il 
ded if n pital hip Britanr ( The le ‘ m y ! na € ! ind 
im be | é f ship’s crew and hospital staff uted f l rn t ntel t We ! 


Stevens, 


of Zea, 


hy 


\. ME tafi ere breakfa 
Linut Perfect order and discip 
R.A.M.C. men lining up on d 
H t it by degrees, but after twenty 
I ‘ ‘ould no longer be swung or 
: u t hij hea ist. Three of the first boat 
d were wught by the screws and cut t piece 
, i The ship’s navigatin 
fi naintain that the explosion was due a torped 
[he possibility of the ship having struck a mine is, how 


! i t ed that all signs of a |} spital 
n ¢ Reuter learns that on either side 

t ge hu painted a gigantic red cross, which 

s iminated at night with 300 electric lights of large 
p ! At night the whole vessel was brilliantly lit up 
from stem to stern, so that neither by day nor night could 
in enemy submarine be under any doubt as to the char 
ucter of the ssel. In the House of Commons M1 
Asquith said: ‘‘There is no doubt whatever that it was 
in attack on a hospital ship that was known to be a 
hospital ship.” 

The Admiralty tates that there are four dead and 
twenty-seven missing, among them being five members. of 
the R.A.M.C 

An INreERVIEW witTH Miss DowseE 

Mr. Ernest Smith, special correspondent of the Daily 
Vews in Athens, tells how he met the matron, Miss E. A 
Dowse (Q.A.1I.M.N.S.), whom he knew during the sieg: 


of Ladysmith | renewed acquaintance with her for the 
first time since the day of the relief under these tragi 
circumstance Every woman on the ship had been saved. 
There. was a staff of seventy-six sisters and four steward 
esses 

**One of the latter was on the Titanic, and when I asked 
her how the horror of that disaster compared with this she 
covered her eyes with her hands and exclaimed, ‘This is 
much worse.’ 

“Relating her experiences, Miss Dowse said: ‘ All, with 
the exception of several sisters who were not well, were 
breakfasting when we felt a bump. We did not know 
whether it was torpedo or mine. The ship seemed steady, 
and we did not think it would sink. Consequently we were 
not anxious. Soon, however, it began to list, and we took 
to the boats. The sick sisters were carried in their bunks 
on deck and lowered into the boats. The behaviour of 
the nurses was splendid. We were two hours in the small 
boats. Fortunately the sea was smooth. In fact. if the 
Huns wanted to give us a favourable opportunity of saving 
the greatest number they could not have chosen a better 
time. We were fully 5 Seva: it was daylight, and the 
weather was calm. The order throughout the ship was 
splendid. There was no panic anywhere.’ 

“‘The nurses brought back with them twenty-five badly 
injured sailors, who were taken to the Russian hospital. 

‘‘While we were talking at the Aktion Hotel a cry was 
raised that the hostile Ministers were motoring to the 
Pireus for expulsion. I explained hurriedly what the car 
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We were bound for Mudros, and when the d 

curred had everything re idy to take on board t} 
ind wounded thers I had with me seventy-six 1 ng 
isters, mostly belonging to Queen Alexandra’s N ng 
Staff, together with four stewardesses They ul 4 
English, and happily all are saved, though on land ! 
the island we had long minutes of anxiety, for one } 
did not reach land till long after the others 

‘*‘We were obliged to leave behind us our bel 


such as medals, watches, and money, and here we ar 
nothing but what we stand up in. We here fron 
the island in the Heroic and the Scourge, and were 
on board the British flagship, where we had tea. | 
body was most kind, and it is impossible to say adequately 
how thankful we are for that. Although all my 
reached here last night exhausted and distracted—s 
one of them would have slept without dreaming of drown 
ing, and would have been disturbed by the slightest ise 

the portion of the staff who accompanied the wo 
to the Russian hospital stayed on duty all night, and 
be relieved by another section this morning.” 


Tue ‘“Bragmar Caste.” 
On Saturday came the news of the torpedoing of the 
hospital ship Braemar Castle, also in the Afgean Sx 


came 


Further information from Tinos (one of the islands 
says that there were 400 sick and wounded on board. All 
are believed to have been saved. There were, however, 


some casualties among the crew, one man being killed and 
about ten injured. 

Fifty nurses were aboard the vessel, which was struck 
about noon on Thursday when going from Salonica t 
Malta. 








V.A.D.’s FOR INDIA 


HE military medical authorities have, it appears, 

asked the Indian St. John Ambulance Association for 
the supply of another hundred ‘‘nurses”’ for temporary 
military Po An appeal to all medical men and medl- 
cal women in India, whether private practitioners oF 
in Government employ, has therefore been distr 
buted asking them to help in remedying the dearth 
of suitable candidates by conducting classes for women 
in both these subjects. As a special war measure, the 
Order of St. John have sanctioned the holding of both 
first-aid and home nursing classes concurrently, and have 
agreed that two lectures a week may be delivered. 
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WAR NURSING 
SALONIKA EXPERIENCES 


‘TWO of the Canadian sisters from the Canadian 
| Hospital at Salonika are now in London enjoying a 
furlough after a very strenuous year. They belong 

e Toronto University unit, whose seventy-five sisters 

we nearly all from Toronto, and whose medical staff are 
| to University men Miss Hartley, the matron, 
ol from the Toronto General Hospital. Most of the 
had already been working in England or France, 

and were called up from a number of different hospitals 
vhen the unit was formed. This was the first hospital to 
tablished in Salonika. It was at first situated five 

mil from the town on land which the wily owners, 
knowing that they would receive more for ploughed than 
for untilled acres, had hastily ploughed simply for that 
purpose, and the nurses paddling about in mud _ inches 
lee between the tents, had for months cause to lament 
(ireeks’ commercial instincts. There were beds for 
patients, but when the flood of the Serbian retreat 
patients were crammed into every available space, 

new tents were put up, and they had to be thankful if 
they could lie on straw The hospital then suffered 
ely from want of equipment. At all times the poor 

vat supply has been a great trouble, and the sisters 
vho had always to chlorinate the water even if it were 
boiled. found there was no real difference between 
chlorinated tea and chlorinated coffee, and that chlorinated 
vas just as nasty as chlorinated porridge. In June 

they moved to a new hut hospital on the farther side of 
wn, where they had a magnificent view, and such a 
installed system of baths and taps that it seemed a 

great pity there was hardly enough water to. test them 


Most of the nurses in Salonika—where there are, by 
the way, no V.A.D.’s and very few English ladies work 
ng in other institutions—live under very strict regula 
tions, and are not allowed to ride out with officers, but 
the Canadians are not so restricted, and have very much 
njoyed their off-duty days, when they have gone for 

; or for long excursions into the outlying villages. 
They have no difficulty in securing horses when they 
val to ride. 

They have dealt mainly with medical cases, and are 

pt very busy now They have a great affection for the 
English soldiers, and admire the energy with which these 
men —-confined very strictly to camp, and ineffably bored 
contrive entertainments for themselves. The Motor 
Transport men have a notably excellent variety troupe, 
and visit all the camps and hospitals. 


AN IMPROVISED SINK 


_ following extract f om a letter written by the 
matron attached to the medical unit sent out to 
Vodena by the Wounded Allies Relief Committee (8 Gros- 
venor Gardens, S.W.) is of interest as showing what has 
to be done in arranging a building as a hospital. The 
matron writes :— 

“The house was just an ordinary private one, and con- 
sequently pipes have had to be arranged, sinks made, 
portions of the passage-ways screened off to make bath 
rooms, and two kitchens provided. The one already ex- 
isting in the basement was rearranged as a sub-kitchen, 
capable of cooking for 160, and a second kitchen was made 
upstairs. Out here it means making bricks without straw. 
I view with satisfaction a sink that I have just arranged 
for the kitchen. The trough is made from the wood of 
packing, cases, lined and neatly joined with the tin from 
petrol tins, and tke pipe below to the floor, where it joins 
the waste pipe, is of the approved pattern, so that the 
proper water seal exists. This pipe had to be made by 
cutting small sections of tin and overlapping them. 

“Ws have our own tinsmith, but he is a Serb. so that 
most of my instructions have to be given by drawings.” 


AND 





WAR WORK 


BAGS FOR SOLDIERS 
ADY SMITH-DORRIEN has issued a report of het 


“Hospital Bag Fund.” She has now between 9,000 
and 10,000 supporters, but more are wanted. Owing to 
the heavy casualties the supply of bags is not equal to 
the War Oflice demands, and for the present the Fund has 
had to cease sending supplies to the B.R.C.S The ex 
penses of the Fund are about £355 a month; and donations 
for material are very welcome, as a large number of 
voluntary workers are only too anxious to make 
if material can be provided free 
costs 10s 


bags 
Material for 54 bags 
The total number of bags sent to hospitals at 
home and abroad, clearing stations, hospital trains, and 
ships, up to October Ist, 1916, was over a million. The 
bags are for keeping together the various little possessions 
of tne men when first admitted to a clearing station; a 
man is often in three or four hospitals before reaching 
England, and these bags have proved the sole method by 
which his belongings can be safeguarded during the 
various stages of his journey Suitable materials, which 
should be new, are brown holland, unbleached calico, and 
cretonne. This last has proved the most popular with the 


men. One yard makes three good bags, and any length re- 
quired will be sent at 6d. per yard to those who apply to 
Lady Smith-Dorrien, and who are willing to pay the 
postage. Suitable labels can be supplied at 44d. per 100 
(Post free 7$d.) A pattern bag will be sent free on 


application.. Bags when finished should be sent to 5 
Belgrave Place, 8.W. It greatly facilitates the packing if 
they are tied in bundles of ten, and not folded. 





“A CASE FOR INQUIRY” 


PARAGRAPH in the Bristoi Evening News draws 
f\ attention to what would appear to be a grievance 
Nurses working under the French Flag Corps, it says, 
were promised generous leave at the expiration of six 
months’ service. The News goes on:—‘‘*They did not 
get it, however, if the story which reaches us may be 
relied on. In this particular case, at the end of six 
months, the nurse heard nothing about her promised 
leave, and afte’ a time she applied for a vacation She 
was, after some delay, informed that she had _ been 
granted three weeks’ leave, but she then discovered that 
if she wished to come home she must pay her travelling 
expenses home and back out of her own pocket. Further, 
she would not be allowed to travel without a passport 
and the formalities of obtaining this document would 
leave very little of her leave unexpired. There ap 
peared nothing left to her but a ‘’busman’s holiday,’ 
spent in the hospital, when a generous British resident 
in France came to the rescue of herself and other nurses 
in the same predicament, and invited them to his house 
for a fortnight’s stay. If the facts are as stated, there 
is a case here for inquiry. The War Office pays the 
travelling expenses of the soldier granted leave from 
the front and does not worry him with any humbug about 
a passport, and surely British nurses who are helping our 
Allies are entitled to treatment as generous.” 


NURSES’ PENSIONS 
HE National Insurance Commissioners received a 
deputation from the Approved Societies Association 
of Ireland recently on the question of discharged soldiers, 
sailors, and nurses. 

Miss Kearns (secretary), who represented the Nurses’ 
Insurance of Ireland, gave instances in which nurses 
were given their discharge as medically unfit, and no 
compensation was given, except their stamped insurance 
card at arrears rate. In view of the great strain on 
nurses while on active service, the Government should 
be approached to grant disablement pensions to nurses 
who have broken down in health after one year's active 
service. Kindred nursing associations would be wel! 
advised to agitate and get fair play for their nurses 
who have risked all to help their fellow-countrymen. 
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NURSES POSTED TO WAR DUTY 
War Committee (Home SERVICE). 
Brackwett V.A. Hosprrat. 


JOINI 
ALFRETON : 
Rennells. 
BANGOR : 
Batu : 
Phillips. 
BLACKHEATH: St 
Wilson 
Bourne: V.A. Hospitat. 
BRIGHOUSE YorKS): LONGROYDE 
PITAL Mrs. F. E. Oates. 
BurtTon-on-TrRENT: RED 
Wright 
CAERPHILLY 
E. M. Coope 
CHAPPELL Crort: THe Crecits.—Miss L. Blackwell. 
CHIPPENHAM: Rep Cross Hosptral Miss E. L. Read. 
CIRENCESTER : V.A. Hosprran.—Mrs. E. Barnard. 
CospHaMm: Heywoop Mitrrary Hosprran.—Miss F. M 
Willson. 
East Liss 
AUXILIARY 
ENFIELD: S1 
Bridges. 
ExmovutH : V.A. HospiIrat. 
FARNHAM : HIGHLANDS 
Forest Hitt: FarRLawn 
W. RIseey 
FROME 
Fitzpatrick, 
GILLINGHAM : 


Auxmary Hosprrar.—Mrs. E. 
MARDEN BraviEY HOspPITAt.- 


Stephens. 


DuNSTAN’S ANNEXE. 


Miss K. 8S. Crawford. 
AuxILiaRyY Hos 


(‘Ross HospPitaL Miss L. 


AvxintiaRy Murrrary Hosprrar.—Mrs. 


Court Rep Cross 


Tindle 
HospPitaL 


CLAYTON 
Miss E. H 
Roap V.A 


HANTS 
Hospital 
MaRk’s Miss A 
Miss E. H. Howse 
HosprraL.—Miss B. O’Sullivan. 
AvuxitiaRy Hosprrat.—Miss 
Keyrorp Asytum V.A. Hospitat.—Miss E 
Mrs. R. Wilson. 
PLtanK Howse. 
HamMpsTeEAD : Rosstyn LopGe.- 
Lonpon : Lapy Lytron’s Hosprrat.—Miss M. Bartley 
Luptow : Overmeap V.A. Hosprtat.—Miss E. Shipsey. 
NortHwoop : V.A. Hospitat.—Miss E. M. Simmonds. 
Oncar: Brroworrn Hatt V.A. Hosprrar.—Miss F 
Morrey. 
OTTERSHAW 
M. Marsh. 
RAMSGATI 
J. Aird. 
Sart ISLAND 
F. M. Morley. 
Seaton: V.A. 
SOUTHAMPTON : 
PaRPORLEY (CHESHIRE) : 
Stephens. 
WANGFORD 
E. Elbro. 
WATFORD : 
Ruttock. 
WESTGATE-ON-SEA : 
AuxtLtiary Hosprra! 
WHALLEY Rance (MANCHESTER) : SUNNYSIDE AUXILIARY 
Home Hospitaut.—Mrs. A. Blackhall. 
Wincanton : Rep Cross Hosprrat.—Mrs. I. 
Worcester: Batrennatt V.A. Hosprran 
Bridges. 


Miss F. E. Hall 
Miss D. Davies 


CHERTSEY OTTERMFAD Hosprtrat.—Miss 


NetHercourt Rep Cross Hosprtan.—Miss 


(HoL_yHEAD StanteEyY Hosprrat.—Miss 
Hosprtat.—Miss W 
Hicurietp HAL 


PoRTAL 


Poole 

Miss J. R. Downes 
H osPIral Mrs. C. 
HospitTat.—Miss 


SUFFOLK HeNHAM HALL 


Watt Hare V.A. Hosprran.—Miss M 


Hicu BEACH ANNEXE V.A 
Miss M. Moncas 


Ellis 
Miss M. 


Jomnt War Committee (Foreign Service). 
30oULOGNE Heapgvartrers.—Miss M. Chapman, 
J. M. Drummond, Miss E. O. Rattray. 


Miss 





THe Queen and Princess Mary visited last week the 
exhibition of work done by wounded soldiers at the Royal 
Victoria Hospital, Netley, which is being held at 19 
Grosvenor Square. Queen Alexandra and Princess Vic 
toria have also visited the exhibition. 

THerR Masesties, attended by the Lady Isobel 
Gathorne-Hardy and Commander Sir Charles Cust, Bt., 
R.N., visited the City of London Red Cross Hospital in 
Finsbury Square, last week. 

We learn from the matron that the blind men from St. 
Dunstan’s who are learning massage at the Middlesex Hos- 
pital are making quite wonderful progress. 


A new St. John Auxiliary Military Hospital was opened 
at Llandaff, Cardiff, on Saturday, Miss L. Southern being 
sister-in-charge. 


Miss K. 


Miss L. R. 


Miss A. J. 





WOUNDED NURSE 


T is officially reported that staff nurse K 
T.F.N.S., has been wounded. 








ROYAL RED CROSS 


"T*HE Royal Red Cross (Second Class) has 
| awarded to Miss Margery Gertrude Burn, f: 
of the nursing staff, Universities’ Mission, and 
Government service. Miss Burn was _ trained 
London Hospital. 








NURSES AND SUGAR 

R. W. LAWTON, secretary of the Society df 
l Medical Officers of Health, in an address to L.C.C. 
school nurses on Saturday, is reported to have s 
‘““The practice of insisting on other goods being bought 
to get a pound of sugar is the worst system of bla ail 
and the most unsportsmanlike that could be devised by 
anyone. It is the sort of thing that ought not be 
done by any decent Englishman. I don’t think « 
Germany would allow such a system.” He sug 
imprisonment under the Defence of the Realm Act 
bakers who supplied short weight or refused to 
bread 





ue workhouse committee having reported to the 
port (Mon.) board of guardians that protests had 
received from the superintendent nurse and the 
medical officer against the board’s decision to dispense 
with two trained nurses, and to replace them by 
bationers, the board decided to advertise for a 
nurse, and to appoint probationers only after consult 
with the medical officer 








A MILITARY MATRON 


The Iris Studios, 169 Oxford St., W 
MISS FLOOD, MATRON, 
Military Orthopadic Hospital, Hammersmith. 
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: EPARTMENTS: Surgical Instruments. Antiseptic Dressings, 
Mortimer Drugs, Etc. Hospital Furniture, Invalid and General Furniture. 
Street Linens, Uniform Materials. Rubber Sheeting and Rubber Sundries. 
Laboratory Equipment. 
Lonpon, W. 
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E believe that if the thousands of nurses who rely on us 
to supply their needs were asked ‘‘ why Hospitals and 
General, and why not other firms?’’ the main reason 
that most of them would give would be: 


“‘ H. and G. understand: they know 
by practical experience the actual 
needs of hospitals and nurses.’’ 
The service we give is in effect an extension of each hospital’s 


own store-room ; of each nurse’s personal equipmept. Customers 
tell us that they can find such service nowhere else. 





<2res 
san 


—s 
neem 


— 
7 





7 





eT ae 
» <ss=* 


Round point Scissors, screw- 
jointed, nickel-plated, best 
quality hand-forged; 7 ins. 
4/6; 64 ins. 4/-; 6 ins. 3/6; 
54 ins. 3/-; 5 ins. 2/6. Five- 
inch size, polished, 1/9 ; 
stamped, 
1/6 























INVALID’S CHAIR. Fancy stitched Wallet of best 
This most neat and useful merocco leather, with two 
chair for invalids, or for long and one short straps 
5/6 night use, is well made and with snap-hooks j and all 

french-polished ; the back instruments as illustrated ; 
Plain deal bed table, screw and seat are caned, and it complete (No. 20-2283), 
legs or folding legs (No. is fitted with a trapped pan. price 23/-. Or, if preferred, 
2367). This style also in In oak, mahogany or walnut, nurses who already have a 
mahogany, walnut, oak or 45/-. In birch, any colour, complete set of instruments 
birch, with or without book can order the wallet alone for 
rest or hand grips. 35/- 7/6 


























ORDER BY POST 
Always Address your envelope to 18-35 Mertimer Street. Please mention this publication when 


writing. No matter what you need, if you simply state your requirements, we can send you exactly the article 
suited to your requirements, and at the right price. 
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THE POOR LAW AND THE COLLEGE 


T the exécutive council meeting preliminary to the 
SRS meeting of the Association of Poor Law 
Unions, M1: Beavan reported on the results of the receft 
discussion on the College of Nursing, and a later report 
recorded that having considered what attitude should be 
adopted the committee decided to recommend the Council 
as follows: 

1) That the 
advantage sympathetically 
College of Nursing, Limited, 
operation, subject to such proposals and 
may be necessa*y in order to safeguard Poor Law interests 
in “the matter and effect equalisation of the Nursing 
Service 

2) That Poor Law interests can only be properly safe 
guarded by representation on the Nursing Council of 
persons directly appointed by the Council of the Associa 
tion of Poor Law Unions 

(3) That the number of representatives of the training 
school of general hospitals and of Poor Law authorities 
to be elected on the proposed Nursing Council should 
not be less than one-third of the whole number of such 
Council. 

(4) That one-half of the representatives of the training 
schools upon the proposed Council should be repre 
sentatives of training schools of Poor Law authorities 

(5) That the conditions of registration at present exist 
ing as regards the College of Nursing should be revised 
so as to provide for the registration of existing 
nurses until the expiration of three years from the pass 
ing of the proposed Nurses’ Registration Act, and nurses 
holding a certificate of a training school 
the Local Government Board should be 
registered 

(6) That any training school for nurses .sanctioned by 
the Local Government Board should be recognised as a 
training school for the purposes of the College of Nursing. 


Mr. H. List thought if they were firm they would be 
able to secure such emendments to the scheme as would 
make it workable so far as Poor Law interests and 
nurses were concerned. The question for the Council was 
to decide whether they should ask for direct representa- 
tion on the Provisional Council or allow that body to 
take all responsibility for its scheme He favoured the 
latter course. If they got what they wanted they could 
cordially co-operate with the College. After further dis 
cussion the reports were then adopted tentatively subject 
to the views of the annual meeting. 


Association of Poor Law Unions can with 
considet the objects of the 
with a view to active co 
conditions as 


entitled to be 


THe Poor Law at First IGNorep 

The next day, at the annual meeting, Mr. List said 
that in the past their Association had always contended 
that any scheme brought forward for the registration of 
nurses should have for its objects the securing of the 
protection of existing nurses, the equalisation of nurses 
in the country, and the protection, as far as practicable, 
of what he should call the vested interests of the Poor 
Law in the matter. He thought all who were associated 
with the sick poor would be prepared to recognise that 
any attempt made to deal with that question must have 
for its object the protection of sound interests, and they 
must not allow any rules or regulations to be made which 
would act disadvantageously to one class or the other. 
At any rate, they considered it to be the duty of that 
Association to see that wherever the subject was dealt 
with no rule or regulation should be enacted which was 
calculated to act to the prejudice of existing Poor Law 
nurses or to the prejudice of existing Poor Law interests 
In the initial report of the proceedings they would find 
indicated by the Council that the movement was one for 
the purpose of securing the registration and improvement 
of the status of nurses, and that, so far as this was con- 
cerned,. it ought to receive the support of any hospital 
or Poor Law authority having the care and treatment of 
the sick poor, so far as that could be consistently done. 

In dealing with that matter, what struck them 
as most curious was the fact that the College of 
Nursing had been established without any _refer- 
ence whatever to the Poor Law authority who had 


rec ognised by . 





such vast interests involved in that matter. From 
records of the Local Government Board there were 

vided in England and Wales in the Poor Law infirma 
and in workhouse sick wards 94,001 beds for the 

pool There were also provided by local authoritic 
fever and other hospitals 39,121, making a total 
133,122 beds provided by the Poor Law authorities 
the local authorities acting under statutory powers 

the other hand, they found that in general and sp: 
hospitals there were provided 44,983 beds, making a t 
in all of 178,105 


WHAT THE HosprraLts PROVIDE FOR 
[RAINING 

Now when they dealt with the matter from the t: 
ing school point of view there were provided by the P 
Law authorities in properly recognised training scl 
50,606 beds, as against 44,983 in general and special 
pitals. If they deducted the 50,606 beds provided 
recognised training schools from the total sick beds 
vided by the Poor Law, they found that there 
43,395 beds in Poor Law institutions which were 
recognised at the present time as training schools. 1 
beds would be mostly found in the small rural un 
The nurses engaged for these beds were doing 
work Yet if the rules of the College of Nursing 
to become law they would have no chance of recognit 
as trained and registered nurses Moreover, as t 
went on and as those retired from the Ser 
the rural unions would be left without nurses unless 
were prepared to pay the high price which would 
demanded for what would be termed the high-gi 
nurse, independent of the fact that the high terms mi 
not secure them the nurses they required. As to 
staff employed by guardians, the number appointed 
minister to the sick in existing Poor Law training sch 
was 5,894 matrons, sisters, staff nurses, and nurses ut 
training. They turned out annually 1,400 trained nur 
and he had never heard it suggested that they were 
on an equality with voluntary hospital trained nur 
Indeed, in some respects they might be superior 


Poor Law 


nurses 


THe Present Positron 

If the proposed conditions of the College were allow 
to continue, nine-tenths of the existing Poor Law nu 
might be barred under the scheme. One point of imp: 
ance was the standard of recognition of training school 
hospitals must have 40 beds, but as regards Poor | 
infirmaries there must be 250 beds before it was 
sidered eligible to send nurses for registration. T! 
could not be considered satisfactory. The Council had 
formulated proposals which they thought should be the 
minimum of the desired improvement of the scheme. And 
these were the lines on which they might be able to 
operate with the College. If they were not met on the 
minimum requirements the question would assume a new 
phase entirely, and they would have to consider w 
their attitude should then be. 

The President said it was for the Association to 
if the Council was to go on with the policy explained 
to them. Mr. Stanley hoped the Local Government 
Board would take up the matter and bring in the Bil! 
If so, then the Bil] would pass, and it was most important 
for guardians to make their influence felt in the pr 
paration of the Bi'l. 

Miss Constance Cochrane (Caxton and Arrington) asked 
what would be the position of nurses in asylums and of 
district nurses? Training in a district was most valu 
able, more so often than that gained in a hospital. They 
had midwifery certificates and were inspected. It would 
be most unfair to put them outside the pale and class 
them as inferior. They did not want only hospital nurse 
or a hospital nurse trade union. The College of Nursing 
apparently would like to snuff rural district nurses out 
altogether. Every branch of nursing ought to have so! 
recognition and provision. 

The Rev. William Mahon (Wakefield) had been sent 
by his Board to offer the most uncompromising hostilit 
to the draft scheme. Did Mr. Stanley think they were 
going to commit training school suicide by adopting his 
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FALIERES’ PHOSPHATINE 


Registered Trade Mark ** Osphatine ” 
The rational inimitable Food. 
Associated with milk, pleases by its exquisite taste. Necessary to 
children, especially at the time of weaning and during growth. Faclill- 
tates teething. Assists the formation of the bones. Agrees with all 
deiicate stomachs. — Excellent for nurses, invalids and the aged. 
Insist on the registered mark ‘* OSPHATINE"’ 
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proposal of 250 beds? They held that the more efficient 
they made the training, the better for the sick poor and 
the better generally for the nurses. In Wakefield they 
thought the Poor Law was entitled to half the repre- 
sentation on any Council They had not, however, quite 
made up their minds about the control of nurses. Nurses 
had practically no organisation, and to hand over that 
huge experiment to a number of keenly interested persons 
without a direct representation of any of the people who 
found the money and who carried on all the training of 
nurses and so on would be a rather dangerous experi- 
ment. They recommended that this meeting in no circum- 
stances, until they got what they regarded as a reasonable 
and fair representation—because they were highly trained 
experts—should give any support whatever to get that 
or eny other Bill by private promoters brought before 
the House of Commens, nor until they had the position 
of their training schools carefully considered. 


Tue Crams or THE SMALLER INFIRMARIES. 

Alderman F. Thompson (Chairman, Burton-on-Trent) 
thanked the Council heartily on behalf of country unions 
for the steps they had taken to safeguard their interests. 
His chief point was the difficulty of obtaining suitable 
probationers, and during the proposed three years that 
difficulty would be increased, especially under the present 
war conditions. He felt they could not put up with a 
stigma because the doctors lived outside the institution. 
Many infirmaries of over 100 beds had received the 
highest praise from Local Government Board Inspectors, 
yet they were treated differently from a general hospital 
with 40 beds only. 

Mr. A. Chapman (Holborn) said the Council had not 
dealt with the question of the certification by guardians 
themselves, which privilege might be taken away from 
them by the College under some scheme of co-ordination. 

The Rev. J. Shaw (Epsom) said guardians had been 
astounded by the assumption of these people who told 
them that one of the primary aims of their constitution 
was to secure a higher status of nursing, and they had 
not told them any one of the tests. Guardians wanted 
to know what those tests were and how they compared 
with those already prevailing in Poor Law institutions. 

Miss H. J. Hawkins, a member of the Barnet Board, 
spoke as a guardian and also as a trained nurse. The 
Rev. Wm. Mahon, she said, had touched the right nail 
when he referred to the absence of representation of 
workers on the College Council. She asked them to insist 
upon one certifying authority for the whole nursing pro- 
fession. She protested against the proposal of the College 
to take power to remove nurses from the register without 
t chance of appeal. She sincerely hoped the Association 
would oppose any such constitution as proposed. 

Mr. H. Beawmont (Wakefield) said if Mr. Stanley was 
going to be fought in Parliament his Bill had no chance. 
But if they could have an agreed Bill backed by the 
local Government Board then there was a reasonable 
hope of the Bill becoming law. They all wanted to do 
what was right. They did not desire to do anything to 
cause the management or the medical men of the general 
hospitals to think they were trying to take any advantage 
of their position, because they must remember that their 
position was recognised by law. What he felt very 
strongly was that they ought to work side by side with 
the management of the general hospitals so that there 
might be no jealousy one with the other, and that the 
good work being thus done might be continued to the 
advantage of those upon whom their responsibility rested 
for due care. 

Mr. List said tae Bill provided that the asylum nurse 
with certain conditions could claim to go.on the register. 
The district nurse would be dealt with by the Council 
of the College in the future when formed. They had 
better try their hands at co-operation rather than to 
threaten opposition entirely. 

The President said that the Council were further con- 
sidering the matter, and would take into review all that 
had been said at the meeting.—(Abridged from the 
“Local Government Board Journal.’’) 





Mrs. Atmertc Pacer, one of the founders of the Corps 
of Masseuses which bears her name, died last week. 


IRELAND AND THE COLLEGE 


N extraordinary general meeting of the Irish Nurses 
Association took place on Saturday evening, the 25th. 
A large number of members attended, Miss Ramsden, 
president, being in the chair. Miss Huxley and Miss 
Carson-Rae outlined the scheme of the College of Nursing, 
Ltd., and also gave an account of the meetings between 
it and the Central Committee for State Registration (to 
which the I.N.A. is affiliated); they also explained the 
reasons why an agreed Bill had not been arrived at and 
why negotiations have had to cease for the present. 
They told the meeting that Irish nurses had been offered 
a sixth representation on the permanent, Council through 
the Conference Committee of the Réyal Colleges of 
Physicians and Surgeons, who had previously asked for 
one-fifth. A debate followed, in which the Misses Thorn 
ton, O'Flynn, Kearns, Garrett, and Roberts took part. 
A meeting of the Conference Committee of the Royal 
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons was held on Tues- 
day, November 21st, at 4.30 p.m., at the Royal College 
of Physicians, Kildare Street, to‘ which some members 
of the Irish nursing profession were invited. It was to 
consider the proposals for representation of Irish nurses 
on the Council of the College of Nursing. The meeting 
was of a private character, and there were no reporters. 








IRISH GUARDIANS AND NURSES 


N the House of Commons last week Mr. T. M. 

Healy asked the* Chief Secretary for Ireland whether 
he was consulted by the Local Government Board when 
it was agreed to allow the Kanturk Board of Guardians 
to repeal its resolution not to give posts to women who 
had not served as nurses at the Front.—Mr. Duke said he 
understood the Local Government Board had no control 
over the repea] by local authorities of resolutions as to 
the management of their internal affairs, except where 
such control was given by Statute, and this matter was 
outside the Statute. 








In connection with the present campaign for the pre- 
servation of infant and child life, the Governing Body of 
the Battersea Polytechnic have arranged for a public 


lecture to be given by Dr. Saleeby. The lecture will be 
entitled, “The Saving of the Future,’’ and will be held 
at the Battersea Polytechnic, Battersea Park Road, S.W.., 
on Thursday, December 7th, at 7.30 p.m. No tickets of 
admission are required, and a cordial invitation to be 
present is extended to the general public. 


Tue London County Council is considering a scheme for 
the diagnosis and treatment of venereal disease in 
London. The authorities who have entered into the 
scheme are the councils of the counties of Buckingham, 
Essex, Hertford, Middlesex, Surrey, and Kent, and the 
county boroughs of Croydon, East Ham, and West Ham 


THe pay of nurses generally is a subject on which 
much is likely to be heard in the near future. It is woe 
fully inadequate in all directions, and in district nursing, 
even under the egis of the Queen Victoria Jubilee Insti 
tute or other well-known organisations, it is miserably 


poor.—The Daily Telegraph. 


Tue name of the Rev. Thomas Given-Wilson is too well 
known in the nursing world for us to allow his death to 
pass unnoticed. Mr. Given-Wilson died at the age of 
eighty-one. It was in 1884 that he was appointed vicar 
of St. Mary’s, Plaistow, where he did so much for the 
21,000 souls in his care, largely through the Given-Wilson 
Institute. Among other beneficent arrangements for his 
people is, in addition to St. Mary’s Hospital for Women 
and Children, a convalescent home at Southend. Mr. 
Given-Wilson resigned his charge in July, 1914, owing to 
| il-health. 
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Trimmed Military Braid, Side Belts. -Y es Also Seart and Mafl ss 
above, lined with Squirrel 


The Latest. 7O/- ‘ g : - 4 : ef 
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we NIQUE 


That is the only word that describes our service; it is 
unique in its completeness, unique in its thoroughness, 
unique in the knowledge of the requirements of nurses 
both voluntary and professional. 


Our nurses’ equipment section is stocked with everything 
a nurse may require and all things are supplied in harmony 
with the requirements of the particular Hospital or Nursing 
Institute to which the nurse is appointed. 


The whole equipment, or any portion of it, can be supplied 
correct to the smallest detail. 


Those who have tested our Call and inspect our organisa 
organisation speak in the tion for yourself, you will 
highest terms of the cour- be shown everything with 

‘ ee . pleasure and will not be 
tesy and quick service asked to buy. If unable to 
they have always received call, write or ’phone for 
from us. catalogue. 


HOSPITALS & GENERAL CONTRACTS CO., 


vee “werese” (Nurses’ Equipment Section, Dept. 2), Ltd.., 


In Melton or Cheviot 19-35 MORTIMER STREET, W. 


Serge - = 19/6 
Coating 21/6, or Agents for the well-known ’Phone : 


Sho wer-prout Crav- “ ” 
barat th “97/6 Benduble” Shoes. Museum 3140-1. 


























FAWCETTS || Gal 


Amt SCOT 


NATURAL PROCESS || |saHll) 


DANDRUFF & 
HAIR 


Bar | || NURSE’S 





jes) HAIR. 


Nearly all affections of the Hair 


aan + of milk f are bacterial in their origin, there- 
As an approved diluent of milk for fore some antiseptic treatment is 


invalid diet, for children, and for iia tn sede hie diene 
those well down the vale of years, them. For this purpose LYSOLINE 
there is no better barley water ANTISEPTIC HAIR ._ TONIC 
than that made from FAWCETT’S will readily appeal to Nurses. It 
NATURAL PROCESS BARLEY. removes greasiness and dandruff 
Its form, an impalpable immediately, and makes the hair 
powder, saves time in bright and wavy, restoring its 
making. Only bright York- aetural condition. 

shire barley is used — and Cnsal, BOTTLE, S Pacer Smee. 


there is no chemical 4 
ieseidion Large sized bottles from all Chemists | /6, 
" or post free from 


Sold evervwherein 


4 4b. sealed packets. LYSOL Limited, 


FAWCETT’S PEARL BARLEY WARTON ROAD, STRATFORD, E. 
MILLS — Cast-eford, Yorks. 
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THE NURSES’ IMPERIAL CLUB 














NURSES AT TEA IN THE IMPERIAL NURSES’ CLUB. 
































Sport and General 
THE DRAWING-ROOM OF THE CLUB. 
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“AFTER THE 
= HROUGH the kindness 
intendent). who, in 
dent of the Association, 
the annual meeting of the branch of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association was held in the 
large recreation room of the Royal Edinburgh Infirmary 
In the absence of the president (Mrs. Arnot), Miss 
Nairn (president of the Y.W.C.A.) took the chair, and 
pointed out (1) the immediate 
members of the Association, ¢.¢@., 
its month 
letter ; 2 
specially valuable t 
ibroad ; and 3) the 


WAR ” 
of Miss Gill (Lady Supe 
1ddition to being honorary presi 
hostess and 


acted as provided 


tea, nurses 


advantages of becoming 
its social and quarterly 
with daily readings and 
general advantages, perhaps 
going to towns ? 
unseen, spiritual advantages ; 
peace, the joy deep tranquillity even in toil 
were the portion of all those who, under the teach 
of Christ’s Spirit, sought to carry on His work of 
ministering to the suffering and needs of others 
The secretary (Mrs Watt read the report, in 
she referred to the great number of nurse members 
ing the country in military hospitals both at 
abroad 
The 


meet! 


meetings, 


monthly the 


ly paper 
») nurses other 
more 
the 


i h 


sery 


wh 


home and 
Rev. Mr. Sclater, who kindly came to address the 
g, pointed out that one of the many effects of this 
terrible war was the transforming and changing of many 
of our preconceived in regard to 
religious, political, and social 
As with the Young Men’s 
the Young Women’s, the members had risen to the 
n, and the Association was doing most 
in many departments, notably in the large 
entres for girls and w 
its help. The 
tv vomen orke 
Y.W.C.A a national 
significance 
Mr Sclater 
mut t the 


peng Tt 


ideas many things 


Christian Association, so 
valuable 
munition 
where there was such crying 
had offered a 
and was thus 
instead of a me 


men. 


need wal great oppor 


the 
per sonal 


rs yiving 


rely 


very earnest note when he pointed 
the war much of the well 
depend upon the vitality of 
| pe ially upon the 
constitutionally more 

And 
required 
the nation was of the 
was to face adequately 
that vould 
is over The religious sense would 
d and ned ide 
ind more courageously self-sacrificing 
of the nation. he 
very well, and was prepared to face 
1dversity—greater taxation, calls to self 
but would it stand What about 
Would not r of a reactionary 
vf wild joy to 


nur itter 
the country would 
ts C] tianity, an 
nel Womer 
' 1 rr ide them ) 
them shall much be 
ous attitude of the women of 
t importance if the nation 
the many 


ot 


rious 


Christianity 
reli 
wh m much 


Thus 


vere 


i 
than men ( 


to 


is given of the 


urageously problems arise 
W need 
deene and nr more living 


ore 
The orale 
1dversityv 


pointed out W“ stand 
even 
more 

prosperity ‘ 


there dance 


be a 
a tendency to lightness of living 
lack of réstraint , 
would come back. from the front graver 
touched, and they would be 
had to offer them: they 
rior ; and uld be 
true women, 
quiet, humble living day 
Maker, beseeching His 
idual ious life 
of brother! 


minded 
y what 
would demand 
creat need for 
who by the 

day under 
Spirit to 


nn ible d 


asking 


there wo 


and pure 


reli 


and mind 
rd alre 
t lay n the powe 
and to 


heart 
ird 


oman 


ror 


in atime sphere 
influence Women have a 
opportunity and a great responsibility in coming 
rd to help and foster and maintain and further the 

Fe of the nation E. 8. C. 


eep 


open 
rious ould 
great 


forw 








T Ht King and 
General Hospital | 
Hospital, 


Queen 


st 


have visited the Fifth London 
Thomas’s), and the Auxiliary Mili 


tary Southall. during the last few 


davs 


NATIONAL UNION OF TRAINED 
URSES 


T. OR Y-FIVE members of the Manchester Bra 
{ tended a meeting at Heaton Park Command 
kind permission of Major Black. R.A.M.C 
the n belonging to the Almeri 
were at work in various rooms. In the gym 
of drill for “drop-foot’’ was in full swi 
incidentally it may be noticed that this is not 
a war accident, but caused by weight F bedclot} 
weakened muscies, and should not occur if prop 
cavtions are used These patients all provid 
! in their boots and an apparatus to 
night to keep the foot in proper position when 
Around the 
remedial gymnastics. 
The hydrotherapeuti 
Dr. Radcliffe 
lecture in the “ boiler 
vere kept at certain 

various treatments 

wv shell-shock are in 
hich is of a size to 
Rheumatic and w 
courant, and 
snown to ft e 
ch 
Dunstan's 


val] 
Corps 


lasseuses 


a Class 


are 
supports 





room were many Ingenious applian 


department is 
most interesting 
house.” 


situates 
fave a and inst 
showing how the 
and explaini 
suffering from heart 
mersed in the whirlpoo 
patient it the san 
treated with 


were all lat 


tem pe ratures, 


die 


take ten 
sunded 
lle 
party 


men are 
baths 
The bath 
administered 


nee These 
treatment is foll 
by blinded 


rubbing. wl soldiers 


st 


SCOTTISH NOTES 
| Mis: 
ronship ot the 


Glas v, began her « 


T is an interesting coincidence that 

who has resigned the mat 
or Sick Children at 
id-twenty ve 
institution was Garnethill ; 
For thirte Mis 
taken part in important developments \t 
there was ace for seventy 


more 


Julia > 
Royal H 
reer the! 
ag In those da 
to-day t s at ¥ 
Simpson has been matron, a 
the old | 
four patier 
200 A s 
extensive 

July, 1914 


probationer fiw irs 


mn yeat 


mmodation 
oom for than 
g a commanding and 
King and Queen in 
provided Little thou 
of the ards would br uy 
officers, tend d | 1 ri 
have necessarily become 


but Miss 


l 
eral 


wounded military 
The matror 
as the 


toria 
*s duties more 
work has increased, 
appear to carry any additional care o1 
shoulders It was from Bristol Roval 
returned to the scenes of her early training at 
\ native of Liverpool she was ! at the chi 
hospital of that city after being at King’s College, Le 
Her during a long and eventful | 
has been much appreciated ds well outside as insi 
institution, which she leave with every good wi 
future happness 


Simp on de 
burden ‘ 
Infirmar 
Gar 
a sister 


Glasgow 


Work. .a 


will 


"RSE BIRRELL, 
teen ve 
Provost and the treasurer of the 
of money subscribed by some of 
neighbourhood as.a token of the high 
is held. The Provost his admiratio: 
her work. and his deep regret that she was leavin 
town. and hoped that there might he a long and 
ireer before her Nurse Birrell expressed her thar 

Provost for his kind remarks, and wished her 
] to he conveyed to the friends .‘ had so | 

to the testimonial 


Stonehaven 
was 


leaving 


Nurse, 


on 
Queen's 
hon 


after 
presented b 
Association 
her friends 
esteem in 


ars as 
um 


she is expressed 


THE other 
in our honse, 
in operation 


day a man was putting in a 
and T asked him how his brother was 
for annendicitis. He said he was all 
again now, but had had another operation. T asked 
it was this fime, and he replied, ‘‘ Well. they opened 
down the middle this time. for he had enphesians, 

strangulated the bowel.” From a corre spondent 


new ga 


E.C., is always ready to re eive applications from t1 





nurses who desire private work. 
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Superior Glacé 
Kid Button, 
ao Patent Cap. 
‘ “a 
Superior Glacé Kid PRICE 14. U 
Lace, Patent Cap - ni / Postage hd 
or Self Cap. Lo - : Design 23 8. 2 


PRICE 16/8 23 8. 2 


Postage 5d. Superior Glacé Kid 


; Lace, Self Cap. 
Vesign 22 B L } al 7 
» PRICE 14 5 
Postage 5d. 
Design 23 8 8 
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At your service through the post. 


ssotwece soo:1| BENDUBLE’ FOOTWEAR 
FOOTWEAR BOOK. 


GUARANTEED ALL-BRITISH MANUFACTURE. 

The ‘BENDUBLE’ Boots and Shoes give the maximum comfort at the 
minimum cost. They are British made and are as dainty and smart as 
any lady could wish ter. 

‘They are waterproof, and never lese that unique flexibility which has made 
them se — with nurses and all ladies who appreciate ease with style. 

You are invited to call at our showrooms and inspect the splendid 


range ef fittings and styles. If this is impossible, you cam be assured 
of a perfect fit and absolute satisfaction threugh eur Postal Fitting 
partment. 
Send TO-DAY for our Illustrated Booklet, which fully explains our 
Special Postal System and illustrates the various ‘ Benduble’ styles. 
FREE ON APPLICATION. 


\Y THE ‘ BENDUBLE’ SHOE CO. (°2P*) Commerce House, 72, Oxford St 


Hours 9,80 to 6. Saturdays 1. (First Floor), LONDON, W, 


De 














PEN AN ACCOUNT AT 








CRICHTONS’ for your 
present-day needs. 


NURSES’ CE OA KS, Write for a copy ef the New Mode Beok, 


just out, and particulars of the strictly private 


BONNE TS, APRONS A ihe and confidential Times System which enables 


you to purchase your immediate needs, and 


AND / PR fe SS BS iP pay a small sum monthly which yeu -will 
S — 9 &C.,8°C. i never miss. 
" ‘{ > y \ 


Let Crichtons’ supply all your present needs: 
Coats and Skirts, 

Dainty Frocks, Blouses, 
Furs, Fur Coat, 

A useful Raincoat or Mac, 
{ Warm Coat, Underwear, 
own Workrooms, and when , Shoes, Trunk, etc., etc. 


the quality ot the fabric used, and the ’ . Thousands of satished Nurses testify to 
workmanship employed is taken into con ; the advantages of the “ Times System.” 
Send a postcard now, and full details will 


be rent immediately 


articularly re ble.  Patte nd Self- 
particularly reasonable. atterns ane ell + 
measurement form submitted on application, CRICHTONS Ltd., 
Ladies’ Tailors, Furriers and Outfitters, 


13/14, CRICHTON HOUSE, DEVONSHIRE SQUARE, LONDON, E.C. 


(One minute from Liverpool Street Station.) 


Debenham &Freebody cos 


Contractors to the Princttal London Hospitals, % REAL TURTLE SOUP 
igmore Street London.@ made in a minute with 


Freemans Real 


Turtle Cubes. 


Every requisite for Hospital 

and Private Nurses 1s stocked 
‘ . 

in a large variety of styles. 


All garments are made in our 





sideration, our prices will be found to be 


Illustrated Catalogue Post Free. 
“& 

















Four in a box, 1/- 
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Have you had this Letter, Nurse? 
—if not, kindly read it now. 


Dear Madam, 


We feel sure you will be interested to hear that the English 
assets of A. Wulfing & Co.—including all stocks of Sanatogen, 
Formamint, Albulactin, etc.—have been purchased from the Board of 
Trade by Lord Rhondda, in association with other English business 
men. In the future, therefore, the business will be entirely British 
and free from enemy capital or interest. 

We -should like to make it quite clear to you that these 
preparations of ours are not “imitations” or “‘substitutes”—they are 
not “‘identical with,” “‘equivalent to” or ‘‘ better than” (!!) the original 
German-owned products; they are those original products themselves ; 





absolutely the real, true, genuine thing—made in the same British 





factories, by the same special machinery and processes, by the same 
skilled chemists and workmen, all of whom are born Englishmen, 
trained for years past by the German firm, and, by the way, 
ineligible for army service. 

Until the existing stocks are exhausted we shall retain the 
names Sanatogen, Formamint. etc., despite the fact that any worthless 
imitation can now call itself by these names, though we alone have 
the genuine article. But you can easily identify the latter, - because, 
for the present, it will continue to bear the old ‘* Wulfing” label; 
later on, we shall alter both the names and the labels in such a way 
as to avoid any further confusion with the multitude of imitation- 
products. 


During the time that this business was under the control of a 
Government supervisor, many nurses informed us that they were 
disappointed with the therapeutic effects of the imitations, and would 
gladly utilise the original products as soon as these had been acquired 
by a British firm. 


As this condition is now fulfilled, we have pleasure in offering 
you abundant samples of Sanatogen, Formamint, and Albulactin; and, 
if it would not be troubling you too much, we shall be glad to have 
your assurance that you will in future give these products no less 
consideration than you did in the days when their German ownership 
was no reproach to them. 


We are, dear Madam, Yours faithfully, 
THE BRITISH PURCHASERS. 


Write for Samples of the GENUINE ORIGINAL 
SANATOGEN AND FORMAMINT. 


(Address your post-card to the British Proprietors, 12, Chenies- Street, 
London, W.C., or phone Museum 1820.) 
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HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN 


‘ ee seems unfair,” writes a correspondent, ‘‘that the 
nurses of the Great Ormond Street: Hospital are not 

to be recognised by the College. In no hospital have I 
een [and she has seen many] such thorough methods of 

asepsis carried out to such perfection, and the work they 
have there is grand. Such interesting cases, and all doing 
vell! Several appendicectomies, excision of spleen, 

stenosis of pylorus, even to ovarian tumours in tiny girls 
of about five or six years. After each meal all plates, 
mugs, spoons, &c., are put into a huge boiler and boiled 
for twenty minutes. The bed-pans and lids are kept in a 
large pan with Izal. If there is the slightest sign of 
infection in a child it has what is called an ‘infection 
board.’ This is a board that fits across the cot or bed, 
nd on it are a special mug, spoon, plate, and two bowls 

f disinfectant to be used by the nurse after touching the 
hild. The child has also its own special thermometer and 
the nurse has a pair of rubber gloves for that case only. 
Matron has every reason to be proud of her nurses.” 

All the nurses are very interested in the College. They 
ay, however, that unless the children’s hospitals are 
ecognised by the College, girls will not be encouraged to 
ecome children’s nurses. 

The excellent plan is followed in the O.P. Department 
f having a few cots for those little patients who need rest 
nd quiet after, for example, operations on the tonsils. 
Here they remain until they are fetched by their parents. 
Massage, dentistry, and other advantages are given, all 
tree. 





AN INTERESTING JUDGMENT 


CASE of importance to nurses was before the King’s 
£\ Bench recently, when the County Court decision was 
ippealed against. ; 

The plaintiff, a nurse, was riding a bicycle along a 
highway near Tenbury about 7 o'clock p.m. on January 
4th last. She had a lamp on her bicycle, and it was 
burning properly. The defendant, a farmer, had wished 
to transfer a colt, an unbroken animal about eighteen 
months old, from one farm to another, and was bringing 
the colt along the road. In front he had a boy leading a 
nare; then came the colt following the mare; and behind 
the colt the defendant himself was driving a trap to keep 
the colt from bolting back. When the plaintiff approached 
the colt was startled by the light on her bicycle and darted 
from one side of the road to the other and knocked the 
plaintiff over, eausing injuries for which she sued in this 
ction. The County Court Judge found that the defendant 
ad been. negligent, and gave judgment for the plaintiff. 
In the appeal it was oaal that an unbroken colt was 
not an animal mansuete nature, and that it therefore 
differed from a sheep or a pig. The Bench held, however, 
that the colt’s behaviour should have been foreseen ; that 
it behaved just as it might have been expected to behave; 
that the danger was serious, and particularly on a dark 
night; and that the nurse should have been warned. The 
a "a was therefore dismissed, and leave to appeal was 

refused. 








THE NURSES’ UNION 


- SALE of work in aid of the central branch employ- 

ment and emigration department and French branch 
funds will be held in Morley Hall, 26 George Street, 
Hanover Square, W., next Wednesday, December 6th. 
Admission from 12 noon to 6 p.m. 6d.; after 6 p.m. 3d. 
returnable on first purchase). The stalls will contain 
plain clothes, pottery, blouses, household necessaries, etc. 
lea will be provided from 6d. per head. There will be 
music in the afternoon and side-shows and entertain- 
ments in the evening. A good place for buying Christ- 
mas presents and spending a happy afternoon and 
evening! A opportunity, too, for nurses who know 
nothing about the Y.W.C.A. to learn about it. Lonely 
nurses are made specially welcome, and there are Sunday 
wwrangements for them. 





THE LETTER BOX 


Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We are not responsible for the opinions 
expressed by our correspondents. 

The Position of the Trained Nurse. 

I see in Tue Noursinc Times (November 11th) that in 
the article on an auxiliary hospital in Bedfordshire a lady 
with one month’s training is in charge of the theatre. If 
this important work can be done after one month’s 
training, why do those responsible for the training of 
nurses in civil hospitals insist on a three years’ training, 
several months of which are supposed to be devoted to 
theatre work, and which is usually given only after some 
months’ training in the wards? Either hospital authorities 
demand too much time from their student nurses, or the 
War Office authorities are not giving the soldiers the 
skilled treatment they are entitled to when wounded. Is 
not this a matter for hospitals with nurse training schools 
to take up? 

Also, what power has the R.A.M.C. to give to an 
untrained person the title of matron? It puts her in a 
false position, as, till the last two years, a lady holding 
that title in a hospital was a trained nurse. Now appar- 
ently anyone can take that title and be head of a hospital 
in the same way that anyone apparently can take the title 
of nurse, sister, and even trained nurse. Why did we go 
through three long years of training, followed by years © 
of trying to get experience to fit us for various posts in 
the hospita] world, when (apparently) a few months would 
have been enough? 

An EXPERIENCED AND TRAINED MATRON. 
with this matter in our leading article.— 


[We deal 


Ep.] 


For the second time during this war I am giving my 
services, although I am not at all well off; I felt it was 
my contribution, especially as my middle age prevents my 
getting the ordinary hospital posts. I have, however, come 
to the conclusion that it is not satisfactory. I find my 
work and personality appreciated in a way, but the un- 
trained heads do not appreciate the position of sisters and 
what they have gone through and given up to attain their 
position, and ] feel they = not estimate value unless it 
is paid for, and do not leave sufficient control in the 
sister’s hands. Therefore, the position is frequently an 
invidious one and one which the patients cannot under- 
stand: for example, when the sister has to take a 
secondary place during the doctor’s rounds. In 
patients do not like it. A. B. 

[No, we do not like it either, and we do not think anyone 
does, except the untrained women in question, and perhaps 
a few among the medical profession who do not, any more 
than the volunteers themselves, understand what a nurse’s 
training means, or if they do, dare not enforce their princi- 
ples.—Ep. } 








DEARTH OF STAFF NURSES 


E noted many months ago that many of the hospitals 

found it almost impossible to get, staff nurses. This 
difficulty is even “gears now, and at the City of London 
Chest Hospital the work is being done by sisters and 
“pros.” All the salaries have been raised, those of sisters 
from £32 to £40, rising to £55, and of nurses to £28, 
rising to £32. And even these increases are not sufficiently 
attractive. We are glad to learn that all are very keen 
about the College, and that all the staff have registered. 
Miss Dalton, the matron, being a member of the T.F.N.A., 
was called up at the beginning of the war, and has ever 
since been at the Fourth pn he General (King’s College 
Hospital), but she visits her hospital twice a week. Miss 
Rutter is temporary matron during her absence. 

An x-ray department has just been completed, but is 
waiting for someone to take charge; z-ray cases were for- 
merly sent to St. Bart.’s, but as this entailed the sending 
of a nurse also, it was not found a convenient arrangement. 

Twenty beds have been devoted to war cases of T.B.” 
and heart. 
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PICTURES FREE | Hill Road, St. Leonards. The latter has general and privy 
; ; wards. For the general wards the charge is lls. a week wit 
( NE of the pictures to attract the attention of all a subscriber's letter, 25s. without one: for the private ws 
visitors at this year’s Academy was “Returning to £2 2s. and £2 128. 6d. There are also the Royal National Hos 
the Front,” by Richard Jack. A.R.A The right to repro- pital at Ventnor, and the Roval National Sanatorium at Bx 
. 7 ob ia "8 , mouth. In both cases a nomination is required, and the ch 
duce this picture was acquired by Oxo, Ltd., and they is about 10s. weekly, bat eight weeks only is the length of st 
are now offering magnificent photogravures in exchange All these are primarily for cases in the early stage. For 
for Oxo coupons. The picture, which depicts men re vanced cases other addresses would be necessary. Would 
turning to the front fror j ia Station. is one ic correspondents please note that time is saved if they would 
front from Victoria Station, is one which fn Salaanaiien ah vim aakal 


possesses a particularly wide ippeal. We publish a 








small reproduction 


Oxo, Ltd., are also offering two other photogravures, yINeT es 
untry Lane.” bv Yeend CIne id ‘The Old APPO!? IMENTS 

Epwarps, Miss EK. A. Superintendent Nurse, Toxteth Park 1 
ship 
Trained at Mil! Road Infirmary West Derby Toxtet! 
firmary, Liverpool (sister, night superintendent, and temy 
superintendent nurse 

Harrison, Mrs. Florence Superintendent Nurse, Bakewell 





ckburn Union; Female Hospital, Jericho, nr. I 
Guisborough Union (nurse Helmsley W 


ROWLAND Miss Katherine Ward Sister, Leasowe Hospital 
Cripple Children. 
Trained at Royal Infirmary Liverpool Birkenhead Childr 
Hospita sister) Royal Southern Hospital, Liverpool 
Children’s Ward) 
Miss E. Health Visitor, Borough of Taunton 
Plaistow (C.M.B. certificate) Sussex County (dis 
nurse); Exeter Queen's Nurses’ Home midwife Taur 
Queen’s Nurses’ Home (district nurse) 
say, Miss Nora. Health Visitor, Falmouth M. Council 
Taunton, Truro, Falmouth (district nurse). 
Mittiean, Miss M. H. Health Visitor, Cookstown Urban |! 
trict Council 
Trained at Belfast Union Infirmary and Fever Hospital; G 
gov *ublic Dispensary (midwife) 
Hoorer, Miss E. L. Health Visitor, Borough of Poole 
Trained at Citv of London Lying-in Hospital (district nur 
RETURNING ON Grant, Miss Christine Isobel. School Nurse, Farnworth |} 
tion Committee 
ket I>, . . ’ > Trained at Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary Dumfr 
igs Pes . Raed " ‘lora M. Reid, the and alloway Royal Infirmary nurse in 
firs being LY pics : ! 0 ’ scene, and the patients’ Department Fueehill Hospital 
second wo > pes ci of Bruges before nurse Carlisle (district nurse and private 
the inv: n | ee, ts {= a ; : Gairritas, Miss F. M. Health Visitor and Scho 
are beautifully printed feclaus iteneiak imal 
- ive your Oxo Trained in London; midwife and nurse in various 
the country 
wn i ne Wiison, Miss 8. ¢ Health Visitor and School Nurse 
-TIe Le fe r Urban District Council 
A SU GGI > I I¢ )N Trained at Bradford, Birkenhead, Bury St. Edmunds 
’ : none . . | Suffolk County Council (health visitor and school nurse 
A} this moment many minds are occupied with the Warernnovust, Miss Annie. Charge Nurse, Hackney Union 
question : “What can I serd to at the Front’” Gemars : 
May we make a suggestion’? Have you thought of a Trained St. Luke's Hospital, Bradford (maternity  siste 


fountain pen’ There is no gift that a soldie . sainaeied private nursing 
ee ea ees d wh _ cape Nba fnty | CteMors, Miss Mildred. Health Visitor, West Ham 
I , in ir advertisement pages will he f und Trained Birminghsm Infirmary Birmingham Infirmary (wa 
particulars of Waterman's “Ideal pen which is in sister Metropolitan Asylums Board (ward sister); (privat 
three types egular,”’ ‘‘safety.’’ and “‘lever pocket self work) school nurse 
filling.’ And in order to make the ft even more Haprrecp, Miss Ada B. N. Health Visitor, West Ham 
attracti one w } } . : s ; Trained Westminster Hospital Westminster Hospital priv 
att a tive yn can now ave the regimental bad re or the staff): district midwife private work L.C.C. (school nurs 
ship’s crest enamelled on gold in the correct heraldic Haprietp, Miss Alice M. M. Health Visitor, West Ham 
colours Trained London Hosnital London Hospital private staff 
children’s ward (staff nurse L.0.0. (school nurse) 
Henperson, Miss Bessie Health Visitor, West Ham 
Trained Victoria Hospital, Burnley; Nottingham Nersing As 
ciation (staff nurse); 4th Northern General Hospital, Leices! 
Ilkston district midwife) Nottingham priv 


Questions will he answered here free of charge if nurse) 
accom } anied hy the ¢ oupon in the margin of page 1441 work) = — 
All letters must be marked on the envelone “Zé gal,”’ 

“Charity,” “Nursing,” etc., and contain the full name CORRECTION 

and address of the sender and a pseudony? U rgent The nurse who was appoinied Sister-in-Charge of the Auxilia 
legal letters can be answered by post within three days Military Hospital, Knaresborough, is Miss Edith M. Tait, not Ts 
tf a po tal order for 2s. 6d. is enclosed eal 


NURSING RESIGNATION. 
Healt site We have asked Miss Halford Miss Scott, the senior nurse of the Grantham Victoria Nursir 
National Associat : Prevention of Infant. Mortality t Association vas resigned, as she is going to Australia to 
Tavistock uare. Londo ‘ 1 a list of their publi married Miss Scott, who has been at Grantham a year, has ma 
eations, which v rive you excellent material for preparing many friends ameng her patients, and earned the goodwill a 
your talks.’ respect of all by her untiring devotion to her work 


United States e1de ur are registered in most > 
advise sg itis tres av 1 a¢ rer . 
uecdattiods, Welle te aie Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 
American Nurses’ Association, 45 Transfers and Appointments 
New York or advice ind in Miss Eleanor Hewton is appointed to Herts. C.N.A. as Assist 
Superintendent ond Health Visitor; Miss Amy FE. Burkin 
vl j.dith M. Goold to East London (Stepney); M 
rvev to Sheerness; Miss Lizzie Higgs to Stockport 
Erica Lewington to Reading; Mise Annie Newell to Newt 
Sanatorinm ' c The charge Miss Sarah B. Rowlands to Ashton-undez-Lyne 
derstand there is always a waiting list Miss Hewton received general training at Sir Patrick Dur 
the Southern Sanatorium. Pinewood Hospital, Dublin, district training at Warrington, and has ¢ 
Eversfield Hospital for the Chest, West C.M.B. certificate 
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Nursing the 
Nation. 


| ABIES who sickly at birth 

may be brought to a_ perfect 
condition of by the use 
of Mellin’s mixed with 
Tresh cow's The addition 
of ‘Mellin’s’ milk at once 
humanises it, making it easy of 
digestion and allowing the maxi 
mum nutriment to be extracted. 


are 


health 
h< wo 1, 
milk. 


to COW S 


both 
owith 


Mellin’s Food is adapt to the needs of 
strong and weakly babies. It may be used al 
great benefit in the diet of invalids and the aged. 


READ THI I WW 


Sir Lauder Brunton, Sir Thomas Barlow, 
M.D., LL.D., F.R.C.P K.0.V.0., D.Se., LL.D., 
has stated that there wa t Local 
at sensu of opinion 

that the 

erilised mill 

jurious ¢t child 
though at first 1 


THE NEAREST TO NATURE’S FOOD. 


F A sample of Mellin’s Food and an interesting 
e and valuable Book will be sent free to any 
receipt of postcard giving nan and address. 


Nurse on 


Sample Dept., Mellin’s Food Ld., Peckham, London. 
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Breast-fed Entirely 
through Virol. 


THE WHITEHEAD 


32, 4 live 


treet, Live 
26th March, 1915. 


In July last my triplets were born; one did 
not survive his birth and another was a mere 
skeleton, so that we never thought he would 
live. I ha@ been ill for months before they 
born, and was so weak afterwards that when 
they were two months old I felt unable to 
continue to breast-feed them. I was advised to 
take Virol; my health improved so much that I 
was able to breast-feed them entirely till they 
were nine months old. As to the twins, from 
small ailing babies they have grown into fine 


strong children. 


were 


I am in great anxiety, as my husband was at 
the front, and has been missing since December, 
and feel sure I should never have been able to 
feed the two babies without the help of Virol. 


ANNIE WHITEHEAD. 


Virol strengthens the mother and the child 
through the mother. It is invaluable to both 
in the critical months preceding birth and after. 


VIROL 


USED IN MORE THAN 1,000 HOSPITALS. 
In Glass and Stone Jars, i/-, 1/8 & 2/11. 


VIROL, LTD., 152-166, Old Street, E.C, 








A s.x.s. 
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Saving the Babies 


ITS NOT THE FIRST COST, 
BUT THE RESULT THAT COUNTS— 


otherwise the Social Worker would 
never have the courage and tenacity 
to see through to the end the good 
work she has undertaken. 









Bodies, who have for their object 
the improvement and betterment of 
the future race. 

eg Bitten alin enki ee They realise that a pure milk is an 
has to work upon, she feels its 
ignorance and prejudice. Sometimes 


absolute necessity for them to get 
the results from their teaching. 
Because of this Glaxo has been and 
is largely used by 'them, Sheffield 
Health Department alone having 


she thinks that it is going to prove 
too strong for her. But gradually 
and slowly Baby gains in weight, 
health and strength and finally he 
wins the battle for her. 


purchased, in the last eight years, 
over 130,000 lIbs., whilst among 
others can be mentioned Rother- 
The cost of the physical energy and ham, Lincoln, Manchester School 

a the mental tax of overcoming the for Mothers, and many others. = 
ignorance and prejudice of the 

parent is compensated “by the satis- To all Official Bodies having for 
faction of seeing one more precious their object the improvement and 
but frail little life placed on the safe the betterment of Infant Life, Glaxo 


high road of health and happiness. is sold at reduced rates in Special 


Packages. 
It is because Glaxo can be of 
material assistance in this .good Requests on official headed note- 








work that for over eight years it has paper for sample, terms, and condi- 
been persistently used by Official tions, immediately attended to. 









Free Sample gladly sent to any Nurse on receipt of 


professional card. 










By Royal 
Appointment to 
the Court of Spain 









By Royal 
Appointment to 


the Court of ltaly. 








Awarded Gold Medal, International Medical Congres 


“Builds Bonnie Babies” 


Dept. B.), 155, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W. 


Exhibition, 1913. 


Proprietors: JOSEPH NATHAN & CO., Ltd., London and Wellington, N.Z. 
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THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES AND MATERNITY NURSES 








THE NEED FOR MIDWIVES 
HE Daily Telegraph, in a leading article on 
its series on “The Supply of Midwives,” 

touches the right spot when it says that the reason 
for the dearth is largely a matter of pay. “It is 
practically impossible for a midwife to attend 
nore than 150 cases a year, or in a scattered rural 
rea more than 120, and if she works without 
holidays she can hardly earn more than £112 10s. 
Indeed, the number of those earning 


year. 
approaching that sum is probably ex- 


nything 


eedingly small.” The acknowledgment that 
nothing better shows the steadily improving 


tandard than the marked reduction of infant mor- 
tality, from 150 per 1,000 births before the Mid- 
ives Act was passed to about 110 now,” is re- 
lreshing to read in these days when the general 
mpression among the laity seems to be that the 
aby and its importance have just been discovered ! 
‘he Telegraph rightly urges the necessity for an 
ficient midwifery service throughout the country, 
nd says: “The midwife’s calling is as honourable 
s it is indispensable, and it is important that the 
public should take an interest in the efforts which 
re now being made by the Local Government 
Board to establish this efficient service.” We 
loubt whether either midwives, nurses, or doctors 
vhose work lies among the poor will endorse the 
tatement that the “old type is dead. The last 
lingering survivors of the race were swept out of 
xistence by the Midwives Act of 1902.” We 
fancy the M.O.H. of Finsbury will read that 
entence with a smile! 

The final article calls for a bolder policy on the 
part of the L.G.B., and concludes :— 

“A great opportunity now lies before the Local 
Government Board. Instead of small and petti- 
fogging regulations as to sanctioning ‘a grant 
qual to half the deficiency between the amount 
of the fee recovered and the ordinary fee of the 
listrict,’ let it come boldly forward and create a 
roll of qualified midwives paid sufficiently by the 
State. There would be difficulties, of course, in 
regard to sparsely-populated areas, where calls 
for service were relatively few. Some scheme 
might perhaps then be devised by which poor 
women could come to a simple, but well-ordered, 
‘entral home in order to be under trained care. 
The expense to the State would not be large com- 
pared with many other items that pass the Public 
Accounts Committee without demur. Against the 
outlay, whatever it might be, could be set the 
hettered health, the bettered prospects, which 
would be conferred upon the children duly cared 
for at birth—to say nothing of the ante-natal care 
of the mothers. 








“The outstanding facts of the present situation, 
which are illogical and unfair all round, are that 
&@ woman cannot practise as a midwife without 
considerable training in order to win her certifi- 
cate, and that having done that she can only 
expect to earn fees on which she can barely live 
unless she has some subsidiary employment. The 
nation cannot go back to the ignorance of Mrs. 
Gamp and her followers. But, having set up the 
new standard, it is but just and reasonable that 
those who have attained it should be paid accord- 
ingly. Without some guarantee on this point the 
calling will not attract the right type of women.” 








A “SYSTEM” OF INFANT FEEDING 

N appeal has been circularised, signed among others 
Aby the Duchess of Sutherland, the Marchioness of 
Linlithgow, and the Countess of Dudley, to promote a 
standardised scheme of infant feeding known as the 
“‘Steade’’ system. It is claimed that it can be under- 
stood by any mother, and is applicable to any infant 
rather a large claim! Widespreac teaching on these lines 
may undo much of the good that infant welfare workers 
have done of late years, and naturally strong protests 
have been made. Dr. Eric Pritchard and Dr. Flora 
Shepherd, writing on behalf of the Association of Infant 
Welfare, ask if any part of the £10,000 appealed for is 
to be spent in purchasing the rights of the system, which 
has been kept secret, and has therefore, presumably, no 
medical endorsement. Sir Thomas Barlow states that 
it is a system adopted by a monthly nurse in certain 
wealthy families, and that it would discourage breast- 
feeding; moreover, every infant has its own ‘‘personal 
equation,” and no_ standardised method could be 
“universally applicable.’’ 


DRIED MILK 


NCLUDED in the recent report of the Food Prices 

Committee is a reference to the usefulness of dried 
milk. The retail price of milk in many districts is now 
6d. per quart, and even at this price its age and condition 
are doubtful in some areas, since it is reported that in 
Felling : “Owing to practical difficulties it was decided 
to deliver only once a day during the winter months.” 
As the result of an experiment with dried milk in 1915, 
five of the Babies’ Welcomes in the county of Durham 
now supply dried milk (bought at wholesale rates) at cost 
price for artificially fed infants attending the Welcomes. 
Full cream dried milk is extremely useful for infants and 
children; it can also be used for cooking; in fact, for 
almost all the purposes which fresh cows’ milk commonly 


serves. 








Norse E. A. Tuomas, Ebbw Vale, has been appointed 
health visitor at Morgam and Taibach at a salary of 
£110 per annum. Nurse Thomas won the Monmouthshire 
County Council scholarship for midwifery. 


Braprorp is already advertising for a ‘‘municipal 


midwife.” 
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HOW TO TEACH THE MOTHER 
ECTURING at the St. Pancras School for 
Mothers on November 28rd, Dr. Flora Shep- 

herd deprecated the attempt to teach the mothers 
abstract principles. All the instruction given 
should be of the most practical kind. Very few 
people, she said, were capable of learning in the 
abstract, and to expect it from the mothers with 
whom they had to do at these centres was to 
expect far too much. 

What could these mothers learn? She 
would say, ‘Be of very high hope and expect to 
teach them a very great deal.” First, teach them 
the best type of child, the type that should be 
admired. Next, the normal development of the 
child—teeth, muscles, speech, bones, amount of 
sleep required in the twenty-four hours, the value 
of breast-feeding, a few of the many pitfalls of 
artificial feedings, how and when to wean, how 
to prevent certain of the illnesses of childhood 
(rickets, decay of teeth), almost how to prevent 
consumption (in spite of the housing problems 
of London), tonsils and adenoids and first-aid 
treatment, and the danger of a few of the diseases 
which caused so many deaths (e.g., diarrhea). 
In all this the teaching should be practical; for 
example, not “You must have your windows 
open,” but “Do you want to prevent tubercle?” 
The method was to get at the point of difficulty 
first and then apply the hygienic principle. In- 
stead of “The child must breathe through his 
nose,” show how adenoids have resulted, perhaps 
in the case of an older child, through not doing 
so, and say, “You don’t want to have all that 
difficulty with baby, do you?” All these things 
the mothers were able to learn. 

“Can you teach them?” asked Dr. Shepherd. 
She held that nobody learnt anything except by 
experience, and certainly the mothers, at their 
stage of development, did not. In a future time 
perhaps we should learn in a purely mental way, 
without pain, but that time was not yet with 
us, let alone the mothers! 

In making out case papers there should be a 
column for the progress of the mother; in this 
the nurse or visitor should mark what impression 
she was making on the mother’s mental capacity. 

Each mother must learn on her own child, as 
she only believed the evidence of her own eyes. 

The attitude of the teacher must be created by 
herself. (1) She must get down to the point of 
contact; (2) she must never have any feeling of 
irritation towards those whom she was teaching. 
Unless one was in accord with what one was 
trying to learn, one could not learn. “As soon 
as you feel irritated, send them away.” 

How could they get at the mother’s difficulties ? 

Dr. Shepherd gave the following hints :— 

1. Get an atmosphere of wunhurry. That 
mother and that baby must be for you the only 
ones. 

2. They must not be nervous of you. Be 
friendly, even casual, i.e., don’t pour out your 
soul the first time. 

8. Observe. See everything and don’t show 





that you see anything. Be a psychologist. That 
came only with practice, after dealing with hu 
dreds of cases. 

4. Question the mother. Get her attitude t 
wards the doctor and nurse who attended h 
during her confinement; ask about her ow 
physical health after confinement; ask, with 
non-committal face and a neutral attitude 
mind, such questions as :— 

(a) Number of teeth the child has. 

(b) Sleep—duration, night-feeds, position. 

(c) Motions—number in twenty-four hour 

colour, consistence. 

(d) Vomiting of child—when it 
frequency—character. 

(e) Feeding —character—frequency—type. 

(f) If an older child, what it has for breakfa: 
dinner, tea, and also before breakfast 
between breakfast and dinner, betwe: 
dinner and tea, and between tea and bed 
whether it has raw fruit, sweets, chocolat 
milk; what kind, how much; how mu 
potato; how many biscuits. 

(g) Clothing—distribution—character—quality 

The asking of questions was of great value t 
the mother. Her answers should be read over t 
her, and she should be induced to criticise h 
own doings. Education must proceed by e: 
ample. One reason why the teaching of mothe: 
was so slow was that everyone was teaching dit 
ferent things. There should be a definite syster 
at the centre. That must commence with tl 
doctor, and doctors differed! The workers mu 
go on the doctor’s system, and all must fall int 
line. The “lady” who called on the mothe: 
was looked upon as an authority. They mu: 
believe what they taught. 


commenced 





ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A NURSE 

N the City of London Court, on November 21st, befor 

Judge Rentoul, K.C., Mrs. Susan Leach, Torringto: 
Park, North Finchley, made a claim against Mr. W. Read 
18 and 19 Bride Lane, Ludgate Circus, for a fee of 
six guineas for the services of a maternity nurse fron 
her nursing home. Mr. Godwin appeared for the plaintiff 
and Mr. A. Ross for the defendant. Plaintiff's case was 
that in June defendant engaged a maternity nurse fi 
his wife, and that on June 8th Nurse Boye, a Danis 
lady, was sent. Defendant's wife was confined on Jui 
27, and two days afterwards the nurse was sent away 
The plaintiff, who claimed her agreed fee of six guinea 
notwithstanding, said that Nurse Boye was certificated a 
a nurse and as a midwife, having been properly trained 
Nurse Boye was called, and she said she took 26 case 
of nursing, and 20 cases of midwifery during her train 
ing. There was no truth in the suggestion that sh: 
neglected defendant’s wife or the baby. Dr. Imthur: 
said he had attended defendant’s wife, and could s 
no fault in Nurse Boye. She was quite competent 
although she could not be very well understood. Th: 
defendant said that two days after the baby was bor’ 
he and his wife came to the conclusion that Nurse Boy: 
was incompetent. She did not know how to manage th: 
baby, and she allowed Mrs. Read to get into a conditio1 
that would not have happened if the nurse had know: 
her business. The baby cried, and Mrs. Read had t 
look after it, as Nurse Boye proved to be quite incom 
petent and incapable. Another nurse had to be engaged 
two days after the baby was born, and to her a fee of 
eight guineas had been paid. Judge Rentoul held that th: 
charges made against the nurse were not sustained i 
any sense or form and judgment must be given for the 
plaintiff with costs. 











